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“O Lord, thou art my God; I will exalt
thee, I will praise thy name; for thou hast
done wonderful things; thy counsels of old
are faithfulness and truth”. (Isaiah 25: 1)

What a wonderful thing it is to have a
living God to be our God! Here the prophet
says, Thy counsels of old are faithful and
truth. We should not forget God’s mercies.
Oh, we easily forget our difficulties, once
they are solved by our God. God touches
some people and heals them but soon they
forget all about it. No, we should not forget
the works of God. Our faith should not rest
on feelings. When you are happy your faith
is strong. You are not happy when there is
a bad telegram in your hand. When every
thing goes against you, will you still trust
God?

God’s words are dependable. When
you get into a ship, can you be sure you
will reach the other shore? When you obey
God’s words you can be sure about the end
result. One of the most marvellous tunnels
made between Switzerland and Italy is a very
great achievement. So, instead of going over
the mountains cars can go right under the
mountains through the tunnel. Yes, as the
people from both the countries were dig-
ging into the rock they overcame many dif-
ficulties. Just before both the sections were
about to meet there was a bad accident. One
man was drilling and suddenly there was
such a rush of water and the water came
with such force that the drilling instrument
flew back and went through him. They were
almost at the end of a glorious achievement.
But this man did not live to see it.

There is bitterness at the tail end of
all human achievements. But when God
says something, it is dependable, true and
unalterable. If you obey it, you will reap

“O Lord, Thou Art
My God”

eternal fruit. Many people know their Bible
in their heads. But they do not take it into
their hearts. That is not knowing God’s
word.

“Thy word is true from the begin-
ning: and every one of thy righteous
judgements endureth for ever” (Psalm
119: 160). Yes, when you obey it, you
will reap eternal fruit. You will be full of
courage because you are  obeying God’s
word. Some people are just leaning on their
own feelings. You meet one or two such
people in church. Suddenly you see them
running about very energetically and then
after one month you do not see them at
all. Whether they are alive or dead you
do not know.

Some letters from friends give you
unedifying news. So and so said like this.
Why should a mother take the trouble of
writing so much of rumours and slanders
she has heard? Why should a sister or
brother write something unspiritual and
unedifying to a brother? As soon as you
see that letter, all your joy is gone. Should
a little bad news destroy your faith? Does
God’s word become void because some
little calamity has taken place? No, my
dear people, learn to evaluate everything
by God’s word.

In Numbers 23rd chapter we see a
great statement from a man whom the
scriptures judged as a wicked prophet.
Balaam was taken by king Balak and was
asked to curse Israel. He said, “All right,
build seven altars and offer seven bul-
locks as sacrifice.” So altars were built.
Balaam was to prophesy. What did he
say? “God is not man, … that he should

I was in a hospital in a large town
in the United States, and my friend Ann
was very ill. She knew it and she did
not tell me about her suffering, but
about the greatest worry she had. “Just
imagine that I should die- who would
take care of my family?” I held her hand
in mine and just prayed for her. Then
suddenly, I remembered a little poem.

Said the Robin to the Sparrow:
“I should really like to know
Why these anxious human beings
Rush around and worry so.

Said the Sparrow to the Robin:
“Friend, I think that it must be
That they have no heavenly Father
Such as cares for you and me.”
Elizabeth Cheney

Aren’t you much more valuable to
Him than they are? Can anyone of you,
however much he worries, make himself
an inch taller? And why do you worry
about clothes? Consider how the flow-
ers grow. They neither work nor weave,
but I tell you that even Solomon in all
his glory was never arrayed like one of
these. Now, if God so clothes the flow-
ers of the field which are alive today
and discarded tomorrow, is He not
much more likely to clothe you- you of
little faith? Don’t worry at all, then,

“Keep Worry Away”
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Don’t run away from your troubles.
Don’t magnify them. Don’t dwell on
them, taking them to bed with you,
spoil ing your digestion by feeding
upon them all day, and making every-
body unhappy by throwing the i r
shadow upon them. But with a resolute,
courageous and trustful spirit take them
to God in prayer and then go forth to
meet and vanquish them, and you will
find they are much less formidable than
you feared.

An old farmer plowed around a
rock in one of his fields for many years.
He had grown actually morbid over it,
for he had broken a cultivator and two
plows besides losing a lot of valuable
land in its vicinity. One day he made up
his mind that he would dig it out and
have done with it. Lo, when he put his
crowbar under it he found it was less
than a foot thick and that he could
loosen it with a trifling effort and carry
it away in his wagon. He smiled to think
how a l l  th rough the years  i t  had
haunted him.

One day we shall look back on our
trials and our anxious cares and find
how needless many of them were, so
unreal and yet so distressing, that we
can say like the old lady when she was
reviewing her past life: “I’ve had so
many t r ia ls,  especia l ly  those that
never came.”

— A. B. Simpson

“Take Them
to God”

I remember one time my little girl was
teasing her mother to get her a muff, and so
one day her mother brought a muff home,
and although it was storming, she very
naturally wanted to go out to try her new
muff. So she tried to get me to go out with
her. I went out with her, and I said, “Emma,
better let me take your hand.” She wanted
to keep her hands in her muff, and so she
refused to take my hand. Well, by and by
she came to an icy place, her little feet
slipped, and down she went. When I helped
her up she said, “Papa, you may give me
your little finger.” “No, my daughter, just
take my hand.” “No, no, papa, give me your
little finger.”  Well, I gave my finger to her,
and for a little way she got along nicely, but
pretty soon we came to another icy place,
and again she fell. This time she hurt her-
self a little, and she said, “Papa, give me
your hand,” and I gave her my hand, and
closed my fingers about her wrist, and held
her up so that she could not fall.

Just so God is our keeper. He is wiser
than we.

— D. L. Moody

“It Is Not Position
But Grace”

Some persons have the foolish no-
tion that the only way in which they can
live for God is by becoming ministers, mis-
sionaries, or Bible women. Alas! How
many would be shut out from any oppor-
tunity of magnifying the Most High if this
were the case. Beloved, it is not office, it

is earnestness; it is not position, it is grace
which will enable us to glorify God. God
is most surely glorified in that cobbler’s
stall, where the godly worker, as he plies
the awl, sings of the Saviour’s love, ay,
glorified far more than in many a preben-
dal stall where official religiousness per-
forms its scanty duties.

The name of Jesus is glorified by
the poor unlearned carter as he drives
his horse, and blesses his God, or
speaks to his fellow labourer by the
roadside, as much as by the popular
divine who, throughout the country,
like Boanerges, is thundering out the
gospel. God is glorified by our serving
Him in our proper vocations.

Take care, dear reader, that you do
not forsake the path of duty by leaving
your occupation, and take care you do
not dishonour your profession while in
it. Think little of yourselves, but do not
think too little of your callings. Every
lawful trade may be sanctified by the
gospel to noblest ends. Turn to the
Bible, and you will find the most menial
forms of labour connected either with
most daring deeds of faith, or with per-
sons whose lives have been illustrious
for holiness.

Therefore be not discontented
with your calling. Whatever God has
made your position, or your work, abide
in that, unless you are quite sure that
he calls you to something else. Let your
first care be to glorify God to the ut-
most of your power where you are. Fill
your present sphere to His praise, and
if He needs you in another He will show
it you. This evening lay aside vexatious
ambition, and embrace peaceful con-
tent.

— C. H. Spurgeon

“God is Our
Keeper”
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“T RUST IN THE

LORD, AND DO

GOOD; SO SHALT THOU

DWELL IN THE LAND,
AND VERILY  THOU

SHALT BE FED.”

PSALM 37:3

“… There was no sword in the hand
of David.” (I Samuel 17:50)

It is a very strange statement, that too
in a battlefield. Nowhere, in any battlefield,
was such a statement made. “There was no
sword in the hand of David.” But Saul tried
to equip him with the panoply of war. “There
was no sword in the hand of David.” But
what did he have? God’s word, the most
potent and invulnerable weapon, was in his
mouth.

He was indignant at the way in which
the Philistine Goliath abused the living God.
We also must feel like that. When the hea-
then defy the living God we must feel ag-
grieved at heart. Is there no sword with
David? The lion and the bear assaulted him
once. He killed them. The Philistines also
seemed to show bestiality. How did David
acquire this faith? Where did it originate?
It originated with the Moabite woman -
Ruth. She observed the life of her mother-
in-law, Naomi, and when she was asked to
leave Naomi she refused to do so. “I can-
not do it. I will die where you die. Your
God will be my God,” she said. When she
observed the life of her mother-inlaw even
after the death of her husband and her two
sons, she found Naomi filled with faith.
Naomi’s faith was strong and her sense of
righteousness too and Ruth felt that in the
strange land of Israel, she would be more at
home than in her own land. There is exquis-
ite beauty in faith. There is attraction in
faith. By our lives of faith we can attract
others.

Then the latter story tells us that Ruth
became a mother and Naomi became a
grandmother. Her plight at this stage
seemed hopeless. However, when there is
radiant faith, where there is hopelessness
there is hope. The dying embers of hope
can be fanned into flame by faith.

When I study the life of Ruth I learn
many truths. Ruth begat Obed, Obed begat
Jesse and Jesse’s son was David. When

faith begins in your home it keeps increas-
ing. It had reached higher levels as it went
from generation to generation. David at-
tained a great height of faith.

We can surmise that Jesse’s home was
an ideal home. As the last boy in the house,
by the maternal side, this boy David must
have learnt lessons in such a home envi-
ronment. We do not know how our children
will learn. How I sat hours on end at meet-
ings burning the midnight oil! My parents,
missionaries and other Christians were
present. We used to hear the word of God.
But I do not know to what extent I under-
stood it. Side by side I had reverence and
respect for God. All these things contribute
to the richness of our faith. Indubitably they
would lead to several desirable behavioural
changes in adolescent boys and girls. But
one ‘sword’ was growing in the heart of
David and it was a mighty sword indeed.

“To execute vengeance upon the hea-
then, and punishments upon the people; to
bind their kings with chains, and their
nobles with fetters of iron; To execute upon
them the judgement written: this honour
have all his saints. Praise ye the Lord”
(Psalm 149:7-9) There are weapons of war-
fare unseen by men. We are teaching and
giving our children war-weapons. The faith-
ful prayers of parents will sharpen these
weapons. As a consequence you are bind-
ing your neighbours. Your presence be-
comes an inhibiting presence. There are
wicked people around you, full of nefarious
activities. They have no fear of God. God
keeps such obnoxious people away from our
homes. Sometimes when they essay to in-
vade the sanctity of our homes they will be
destroyed. The sanctity of a Christian home
is its treasure. You must preserve it at all
costs.

I know a woman who moved in high
circles. She had only one beautiful daugh-
ter. She did not want to put her amongst
Christian people. She put her with Hindus.
She was educated. She was married to a very
big man. But she had no weapons. Alas her

life was ruined. Her family too could not
keep their heads above water. I know her
sorrow.

We must support one another. By faith
we should build the righteousness of our
Christian homes. Some people are very
wicked. They bring in wickedness into the
church. To do so is to court disaster. We
must preserve the sanctity of our Fellow-
ship. You must feel “If I take care of your
family, God will take care of my family”.

David advances and kills Goliath,
What a witness it was! In the battles of the
British, the righteous man General Mont-
gomery fought. I followed his military strat-
egy. How he marched into Germany! His
mother was a woman of God. She would
not give her son a cup of coffee unless and
until he learned by heart one verse each
day. In the battle-field he always had his
Bible with him. He used to run one mile daily
with his Bible in hand. Subsequently the
British won an easy victory over Hitler. En-
gland was buttressed by the faith of Mont-
gomery.

You must grow in grace. What we re-
ceive in our Christian homes, remember, is
of very high value. We can never overrate
the importance of sanctity. We cannot get
it anywhere. When Christian homes decline
in faith, no men of faith will arise. A mis-
sionary is a man with a sword and the pano-
ply of war.

Let us all be forearmed against the
forces of darkness lest we and our homes
should succumb to the evil that surrounds
us.

— Late Mr. N. Daniel

“The Panoply of War”
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PLEASE PASS THIS ON TO A FRIEND

repent: hath he spoken, and shall he not
make it good? Behold I have received com-
mandment to bless: and he hath blessed.
And I  cannot reverse i t ”  (Numbers
23:19,20). “I cannot change it.” He
came there with the king to curse Israel
and then he began to prophesy.  “What
can I do? These people are already
blessed by the Lord. I cannot curse them.
I cannot change God’s’ word. Is God a
man that I should change his word? No,
he is God. He has spoken. I cannot re-
verse it.”

Dear readers, let us have that faith
in God’s word. “God has spoken. God has
given me this promise. He will not leave
me. He will fulfil it.” His word is faithful
and does not change. Your prosperity
may change to poverty in a moment. But
God will not change; His counsels are
faithfulness. Learn to go by what God
says. Do not just go by what your friends
say or what your relatives write to you.
Go by what God says.

—Joshua Daniel

… “L ORD” FROM PAGE 1

about tomorrow. Tomorrow can take care
of itself. One day’s trouble is enough for
one day.

I could easily understand that her
children and her husband were reasons
to worry about the future. However, our
times are in God’s hands, and He loves
her family even more than she loved
them. Worrying is carrying tomorrow’s
load with today’s strength- carrying two
days at once. It is moving into tomorrow
ahead of time. Worrying does not empty
tomorrow of its sorrow- it empties today
of its strength.

“Do you know, Ann, I do not be-
lieve that worry is from the Lord. It is
from the enemy. There has been a man
upon the earth of whom Satan is afraid,
a man whom he can neither touch nor
resist- Jesus Christ. And that is why we
can go to Him for help. You are not able
to overcome worry, but the Lord Jesus
can, and He will- through His Holy
Spirit. When we see that worry is a sin-
and that is what it really is, for the Bible
tells us not to worry- then we know what
to do with sin, don’t we?”

“Yes, we take it to the Lord, and
when we confess our sins, the blood of
Jesus cleanses us from all of our sins.”

“That is true, so just ask forgive-
ness for having worried, and then ask
Jesus to keep worry away. He gives us
peace under all circumstances. I have a
little stick here that cannot stand on
my hand by itself. But I can even let it
stand on the top of my finger, if my hand
holds it. In the same way, we cannot
keep worry away, but when we surren-
der to the wounded hands of Jesus, He
keeps us from falling. One day He will
present us blameless and with unspeak-
able joy. That will be on the day when
He will reveal Himself. Jesus is stron-
ger than all of our problems.”

I prayed with Ann and then she
said, “I have much to think about and I
know one thing- I am not able, but Jesus
is. He will do the job.”

Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and
he shall sustain thee: he shall never suf-
fer the righteous to be moved. (Psalms
55:22)

— Corrie Ten Boom

Paul Rader was a big, strapping football player
in his college days. Later on, he ascended the cor-
porate ladder to head the City Service Oil Com-
pany and became an imposing figure on Wall Street.
Then he got saved and obeyed God’s call to preach,
taking up the much humbler position of an assis-
tant pastor in Pittsburgh.

In short, Paul Rader’s sacrifice for the ser-
vice of God was so impressive that nobody could
have imagined him entertaining false gods in his
life.

One week, a former missionary was invited
to speak in his church. Paul took one look at him
and shook his head. This man seemed a little frail
and, strangely enough, was wearing a flimsy-look-
ing suit of crinkled brown silk. When he rose to
speak, out came a soft, delicate voice that was hardly
audible. As he spoke about the work in China, he
constantly took his handkerchief and dabbed his
mouth in a genteel motion.

Rader thought to himself, “This missionary
is not a man at all!” When the service was over,
Rader wasted no time. He confronted the mission-
ary and asked, “Sir, why are you such a sissy?
You call yourself a man of God, but look at the
way you dress and the way you talk! I don’t think
you are much of a missionary.”

The man calmly explained, “I was in China
for twenty-five years and, by the time I left, all my
western clothes had long been worn out. The be-
lievers in my village came together to make me a
suit, shirt and tie. They could afford some silk.
They didn’t have a machine, so they stitched it by
hand. I’m sorry if this suit offends you.”

The missionary took his handkerchief and
dabbed his mouth. Rader’s frown betrayed his dis-
gust.

The missionary continued, “As for my voice
... I did a lot of street preaching in China and was
often beaten up for it. Once, a gang savagely at-
tacked me and a man jumped on my neck. My
larynx is permanently damaged and my salivary
glands are out of control.”

Rader felt a lump in his throat. Thoroughly
embarrassed by his brashness by now, Rader
mumbled an apology and beat a hasty retreat. He
descended to the church basement, found a pile of
coal and fell face down on it. He cried out to God,
begging forgiveness for his idiocy and bad judg-
ment. He committed himself to serve the Lord, just
as this brother had done.

From that day on, Paul Rader was a man with
a missionary heart. With great zeal, he influenced
many thousands of young men and women to
give themselves for foreign missions.

— Selected

… “W ORRY” FROM PAGE 1“Judge Not”


