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“Jesus: His goodness
and beauty”

“[HJow great is His goodness, and how
great is His beauty!” (Zechariah 9:17.)

I have seen some breath-taking panoramic
views of unbelievable natural beauty. But the
best sights in the world cannot hold you spell-
bound endlessly.

In Europe, when the winter snows come
down and forest and glade, meadow and
mountain side are covered by a mantle of pure
white, it’s when winter colds and coughs take
their toll, [and] men tire even of the beautiful
snow and long for the Spring and Summer.

But there is one thing of which you can
never tire—Jesus’ love. To the one who has
tasted Jesus’ love, it seems to get more pre-
cious and satisfying as the days go by.

“[HJow great is His goodness, and how
great is His beauty!” Only that which is good
can have unfading beauty.

The ancient Greeks invested their god-
desses with seductive physical beauty. But it
never occurred to them that their gods could
never be truly beautiful without holiness.

Again and again when poets tried to call
their mental creations gods, they thought
chiefly of the attribute of power, but their
poor human fantasy could never think of so
necessary an attribute as holiness. Surely they
ought to have known that a god without holi-
ness is no god at all.

It was only when Jesus was sent down to
us that man could comprehend a little of the
holiness of God.

Men and women dread the onset of age
and lament the loss of physical beauty. Some
have a figure which is statuesque in its dimen-
sions, but how long does that beauty last?

When Jesus comes into your life and lifts
your heavy burdens and wipes away your
tears, then a strange beauty shines through
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“Oil in the vessel of your life”

“But the wise took oil in their vessels with
their lamps” (Jesus, Matthew 25:4).

When a man comes to Jesus, he learns wis-
dom. It is wise to take oil in one’s vessel. When
one professes to follow Christ, he must have oil.
One does not grow if he has no oil, and he pre-
vents others from growing. He takes a diversion
from the right path. If a converted person does
not bear fruit, there is something very wrong.
This shows he has no proper union with Christ.
God decided there should be a new heaven and
a new earth. Zechariah and Malachi prophesied
that the Messiah would come but people did not
believe it and ignored it. It is a foolish thing to
believe that sin reigns and will continue to reign
victoriously. Will you believe darkness is more
powerful than light? No. When light comes,
darkness flees. Jesus conquered even death.

Some trees can only be used for firewood.
They cannot bear fruit. But man is created with
the purpose of bearing fruit. He should not amass
wealth. Communism is fighting capitalism tooth
and nail. “For, behold, I create new heavens and
a new earth: and the former shall not be remem-
bered, nor come into mind” (Isaiah 65:17). God
says His word will prevail. Do not doubt the Word
of God. Do not run against the Rock. You will be
broken. You may gather many degrees and titles
for yourself and emptiness in the soul. Dare you
think you will be successful in your life without
believing the Word of God? No! The people who
mocked at my prayer and my love of the Bible
in their youth, are now in misery. God has com-
manded a new world into being. The Bridegroom
is preparing Himself. It is up to you to prepare
oil.

The call of the Bridegroom will come. He
has laid the foundation for the new heaven and
the new earth on the cross. Are you building on
the Rock? The kingdom of Heaven is within you.
Do not look here and there for the Kingdom. If
we are divided personalities, hell will find place
within us . ...

[W]e are afraid of poverty, want, and priva-
tion. Great men went through these experiences
and came out none the worse. There is wicked-
ness in highly educated circles. Students, when
they enter college have faith in God. But by the
time they finish their studies and leave college,
they have lost their faith and they have no peace.
Education will not make us happy. We will be
miserable if we do not accept Christ. Why did the

Bridegroom lay down this condition that the vir-
gins should come with lamps burning? Are our
lamps burning?

New hearts are the beginning of the new
earth. New holiness, pure living, new joy and
peace and faith! These are the new force of heav-
en that will be released through your selfless life.
This is the meaning of lamps burning. Peace re-
stores and recreates. This is the beginning of the
new heaven and the new earth.

Pastor Hsi was working for the Lord in Chi-
na. Once in one of his meetings two men broke
into a fierce quarrel. One threw a knife at the
other and the thigh of the other man was cut and
bleeding. The people around wanted to kill the
man who threw the knife. But Pastor Hsi threw
himself into their midst and, speaking words of
wisdom, tied up the wound. Peace was restored.

People die early because of quarrels. The
tongue turns into a sword when Christ is not in
our hearts. When a family knows Jesus, they
build the kingdom of God. They bring forth chil-
dren who rise and shake the world. Susanna and
Samuel Wesley brought forth John Wesley who
shook England. The call of the Bridegroom co-
meth! It came to Hudson Taylor, John Bunyan,
and John Wesley.

Some may be converted, but have they got
the oil that will make their lamps burn? Where
will you get the 0il? At the feet of Jesus. Go alone
there to pray and meditate on the Word of God.
Do not seek prominence. If you believe the Word
of God, wherever you go, you can breathe peace
on people.

We must go to Christ. Do not go against the
Rock.

The call will soon sound, “The Bridegroom
is coming.” Have you got the faith that shines in
darkness? Christ deserves your all. Those who
have faith in Him will lack nothing. ... The only
lack I feel is that, I do not have enough of Christ
Himself. I want more of His Spirit. If you and I
live like Him, the power of the risen Christ to
heal people and to love our enemies will shine
forth out of us.

God wants us to be filled with His faith and
peace. Our life will create faith in others. ...
The Bridegroom is calling! Have you oil in your
lamp?

—N. Daniel
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your life. This is not a skin-deep beauty, but a
beauty that spreads to others.

I have met some very beautiful people in my
many travels, men and women of great purity,
patience, and grace.

Christ-given beauty ... grows even as the
years pass. Even in old age a godly woman, who
has a well-spent youth behind her, is beautiful.
The infirmities, sorrows, regrets, and frustra-
tions of the wicked are painful to narrate. As
old age engulfs them, they appear to grow more
and more bitter, restless, irritable, and gloomy.

Life has to be taken as a whole span. Youth
and manhood pass all too quickly. The strains
and stresses of life take a most horrible toll.
But to the one whose sins are washed in Jesus’
blood, there is a deep inward peace. There is
an inner glow in his life, which surfaces in his
words and actions. It is a beauty all of its own.

The great miracle that takes place when you
say to Jesus, “Come right in Lord Jesus, here is
my heart. It’s all Yours. Until now it was fast
closed against You but now with it my life is
Yours,” is hard to explain, and hard to mea-
sure with a human yardstick. The salvation is
a growing experience—first the birth, the New
birth, then the growth. Unlimited vistas are
open before you, boundless treasures of power
and love are yours to explore and possess.

“[H]ow great is His goodness, and how great
is His beauty!” I often marvel at what God has
wrought in me—a man so sinful in my inclina-
tions and bent. There certainly was no hope for
me apart from Jesus.

I once woke up from a dream, which made
me so sad. It was simply this: I dreamt that I had
somehow slipped from the path of God. The

very thought filled me with anguish. There is
neither goodness nor beauty in me. All I have is
from Jesus. He took my innate ugliness, mean-
ness, and wickedness on His sinless body. He
died in my place and gave me His beauty. Jesus’
beauty is an enduring beauty.

In any city suburban train, you can see them
when the offices close, weary, haggard, list-
less, joyless, worn, and pitiful faces. There is
no trace of joy on their faces—only tension.
When they go home in such a state, they are
sure to transmit their tensions, grumpiness, and
cheerlessness to others. In fact they seem all
set to explode the emotional bomb pent up in
their personalities. It’s not only naughty chil-
dren who are stubborn and wilful; men can be
more stubborn—stubborn and stony-hearted in
not yielding to Jesus.

One of the men whose company and conver-
sation I enjoy very much, was a notorious thief
before his conversion. His life has become so
beautiful that many are attracted to hear him.
Upon a life so wicked and a nature so depraved,
the Lord Jesus has etched His own beauty.
Wherever he stands to speak about His beauti-
ful Saviour, a large crowd gathers and listens to
him with rapt attention.

“[H]Jow great is His goodness, and how
great is His beauty!”

I went into a store one day, up in the moun-
tains of South India. Looking down at me was
a fearful image with a snarling countenance,
its mouth open wide exposing sharp teeth, like
those of a tiger. I looked at the man at the coun-
ter and said, “Whom do you intend to frighten
by that image.” The man was startled at my
question.

It’s simply tragic that men cringe and tremble
before demons, whose favour they try to win by
costly offerings of money and long pilgrimages.
A fabulous sum is being spent today ... to buy
charms, amulets, mascots, relics of supposed
saints, all to ward off impending evil. Astrolo-
gers and religious quacks and self-styled gurus
from India are engaged in a brisk trade, offer-
ing all sorts of cures, for all kinds of obsessions
and torments. What a dark world of spells and
counter-spells we live in?

One woman wrote to me ... how black-mag-
ic has been played upon her husband so as to
take him away from her. Having repented for
her sins, she has come to Jesus. Yes, she has
Jesus to look to. What hope and relief Jesus
brings to a tortured and downtrodden soul!

When you come under the blood of Jesus,
what a different world we live in. When cru-
elly tortured souls come to me, after several
sleepless nights, when they were attacked by
demons, what a wonderful Saviour I can in-
troduce to them. When His good Hand comes
upon them, the devils flee and peace and rest
dawns upon them.

“[HJow great is His goodness, and how
great is His beauty!”

Dear readers, yield to Jesus now. Tell Him
that you can’t live anymore with the ugliness of
your life thoughts that beset you. You long that
His beauty be etched upon you, His goodness to
possess and guide you the rest of life’s race.

—Joshua Daniel

“Christ at the end of Self”

Turning to Christ

Roy was born in a London suburb in
1908, one of two boys left to a lady after her
husband’s death. As a young boy, he encoun-
tered “religion” in his boarding school cha-
pel and even an occasional consciousness of
God stirring in his heart. Yet he knew noth-
ing about God’s good news for sinners.

One day, Roy received a letter from a
cousin. This letter spoke enthusiastically
about Jesus Christ and urged Roy to give his
life to Him. Roy was shocked and disgusted.
It seemed indecent to be enthusiastic about
God and Christ! To him, God did not ap-
pear to offer anything better than boredom.
Moreover, Roy wanted to run his own life.

The cousin did not give up, however, and
invited Roy to a holiday of young military
officers. Some of these were new Christians
and others would turn to Christ at the holi-
day. Roy hated the event and decided to have
nothing to do with Jesus Christ.

Yet in the summer of leaving school, Roy
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did attend another Christian holiday camp.
He dreaded it. God had been pursuing him,
he was cornered, and he did not know how
long he could hold out. Then one day, lis-
tening to a talk, Roy saw the cross of Jesus
Christ, God’s love for him, and His laying of
Roy’s sins upon His Son. Roy’s opposition
vanished and he said to himself: “Why in
the world am I so scared? That does not look
like the act of One who is against me and
who would make my life miserable!”

A night or two later, after someone had
spoken of Christ knocking on the door of
the human heart, Roy prayed: “Lord Jesus,
if you’ve never come into my heart before,
come now.” Peace with God entered his
heart for the first time.

On the next day, he confessed all this
to others in the camp and that made it fi-
nal. “I had opened my mouth to the Lord
and I could not go back”—nor did he want
to. God’s joy filled his heart. Intimacy with
God was so real that when he knelt to pray

by his bed, he did not want to get up.
Roy’s appetites became heavenly ones;
the prizes and pleasures after which every-

Reality Check!

BEHOLD, GOD
IS MINE HELP-
ER: THE LORD IS
WITH THEM THAT

UPHOLD MY SOUL

PSALM 54:4
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one else was chasing lost their appeal. Upon
finally attending a Bible class in his area
months later, the meeting and the speaker
were not particularly outstanding but the
message was a “draught of cool water to a
thirsty man”.

Putting Christ first

There were two things that God would
have to knock down in Roy’s life for being
more important than Jesus Christ. These
were his trumpet-playing and athletics craz-
es. Intensely pursuing these, Roy knew that
he would have to get rid of them if Jesus
were to be Lord. They were not wrong as
hobbies—but they were wrong in shoving
Jesus down to third place.

In the battle that followed, God kindly be-
gan to show the future to Roy, a future with
Roy in His service, souls being changed,
and God’s Kingdom being extended far into
the distance. God said: “All this and more, if
you are prepared to ‘lay in dust life’s glory
dead’ at My feet!” On that particular night,
Roy “counted all things but loss for the ex-
cellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus
[his] Lord”.

Having surrendered and written the rel-
evant letters of resignation, God the Holy
Spirit could anoint Roy’s words with power
when he spoke. Those words were spoken
by a tongue that Jesus now healed of a stam-
mer.

Christ instead of Self

Along with other young men who had at-
tended the Bible class, Roy would learn im-
portant lessons in the Christian life.
At one summer camp where Roy could now
assist, he discovered the sin of jealousy in
his heart. God eventually took him to this
Scripture verse: “I have been crucified with
Christ ... it is no longer I that live but Christ
that liveth in me” (Galatians 2:20). Roy saw

that he had a real problem with “I”—but in
this verse, the apostle Paul was pointing to
a historical crucifixion in which hehimself
had been involved. Roy then understood:
he, whose centre was self, had been judged
and crucified with Jesus Christ. He should
therefore see himself as ended, not mended.
He should not struggle with self but accept
the sentence of death pronounced so many
years ago on self and trust God to gradu-
ally carry out the execution. Roy had to stop
living by his own efforts. The Lord Jesus
was the source of the new life that had to be
lived: “it is no longer I that live, but Christ
that liveth in me”.

Roy believed God’s Word, that for him
“self” was on the cross and Jesus on the
throne of his life. To make the promise of
God good in experience, Roy knew that he
had to share this new relationship by faith.
He did; Christ became his life, God’s Spirit
filling him.

Roy became a preacher, speaking to many
about the Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus shows Himself again

There was a time in Roy’s Christian life
when his relationship with God deteriorat-
ed. Yet Jesus “showed Himself again” (see
John 21:1) after Roy attended a conference
at which Christians working in East Africa
spoke; they emphasised repentance and the
blood of Jesus.

Roy began to ask God for cleansing from
personal sins, small as they seemed—tense-
ness, the consequent sharpness with his wife
... He confessed that he was nothing more
than a Cain; Cain, the son of Adam and
Eve, had offered up the fruit of the ground
as a sacrifice to God, representing our own
works. The moment that Roy confessed this,
he became an Abel, the brother of Cain who
had offered a sacrifice from his flock. He
now came with the blood of a Lamb to God,

with nothing but the blood of Jesus, and was
accepted by God as a sinner.

Roy had to put certain matters right. Af-
ter a disagreement over a money issue, one
Christian brother had not spoken to him for
a year. God showed Roy that this was be-
cause he had been wrong first. Even if Roy’s
opinion had been right, his way of enforcing
it had been wrong. There was another way,
the way of Jesus Christ, by which they even-
tually would have come to agreement. Roy
had to learn “Not I, but Christ” again.

Jesus in the Centre

Five years later, God brought Roy further in
his spiritual life, this time into the freedom
of grace. At a conference, Roy learnt the im-
portance of Jesus in the centre for Christian
revival and nothing else. William Nagenda,
an African brother, stuck a white spot on his
Bible to illustrate this. Life was found in Je-
sus alone Who sets men free, the great First
Cause from which every other good effect
follows. Jesus is the One by whom grace has
come for sinners: “For the law was given by
Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ” (John 1:17). This was a wonderful
message with limitless possibilities. Jesus
was the end of every struggle.

—See Roy Hession, My Calvary Road
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One night in the Belgian Congo
(today’s “Democratic Republic of
Congo”), a Christian doctor named
Helen Roseveare was urgently try-
ing to help a mother in a labour
ward. Yet the lady sadly died and
left behind a premature baby and a
crying, two-year-old daughter.

How could that baby be kept
alive? There were no incubators, no
special feeding facilities, and nights
could be chilly with serious drafts.

One student-midwife went to
fetch a box and cotton wool for the
baby. Another went to stoke up the
fire and fill up a hot water bottle.
Then disaster stuck! She soon came
back to inform Helen that the bottle
had burst while she was filling it.
“And it is out last hot water bottle!”
she exclaimed. It would not be easy
to get another one right now. Helen
advised keeping the baby as close to
the fire as was safe. “Sleep between
the baby and the door to kept it free
from drafts,” she added, “Your job
is to keep the baby warm.”

On the following day, as she often
did, Helen went to have prayers with
orphanage children who chose to
do so. She mentioned the baby, the
problem of keeping it warm enough,
and the hot water bottle. The baby
could easily die if it got chilled. She
told them also about the two-year-
old sister, crying because her moth-
er had died.

During the prayer time, one ten-
year-old girl, Ruth, prayed with
a bluntness that was not unusual
among these children. “Please,
God,” she prayed, “send us a water
bottle. It’ll be no good tomorrow,
God, the baby’ll be dead; so, please
send it this afternoon.” Helen later
noted how she “gasped inwardly” at

“The Hot Water Bottle”

the boldness of this prayer. Yet Ruth
was not finished: “And while You
are about it, would You please send
a dolly for the little girl so she’ll
know You really love her?”

Helen was put on the spot. Could
she honestly say, “Amen” (“so be
it”)? Weren’t there limits to God’s
works? God could only answer this
prayer by way of a parcel from the
homeland. Yet in Helen’s almost-
four years in Africa, she had never
received a parcel from home! And
who would send a hot water bot-
tle—to a country on the Equator?!

That afternoon, Helen was out
when she received a message that
there was a car at her front door.
The car left before she could reach
home, but on the veranda was a par-
cel! Tears pricked Helen’s eyes and
she sent for the orphanage children;
together they opened the parcel, ex-
citement growing. From the top of
the box, she lifted out clothes (giv-
en to the children), and then there
were some other items. Putting in
her hand again, she felt something
... could it really be? Yes! “A brand-
new rubber, hot water bottle!” Hel-
en cried. She had not truly believed
that God could send it. Ruth rushed
forward: “If God has sent the bot-
tle, He must have sent the dolly,
too!” From the bottom of the box,
she pulled out a small, beautifully
dressed dolly. Looking at Helen,
she asked, “Can I go over with you,
Mummy, and give this dolly to that
little girl, so she’ll know that Jesus
really loves her?”

The parcel had been on the way
for five months, packed up from
Helen’s former Sunday School
class, whose leader had heard and
obeyed God’s prompting to send a

PLEASE PASS THIS ON TO A FRIEND

hot water bottle. One of the girls
had put in a dolly for an African
child. The promise of God written
by the eight-century BC prophet
Isaiah had been true in this situation
too: “And it shall come to pass, that
before they call, I will answer; and
while they are yet speaking, I will
hear” (Isaiah 65:24).

—See Helen Roseveare, Living
Faith

Weekly Meetings
—Welcome to All—

Sunday Morning Worship at 10:00 am at:
Community Christ Church in Novi, Ml
46200 West Ten Mile Rd.

Call (248) 486-6326 or (248) 380-8633
University of Michigan Mondays 7:00pm
Angell Hall, Room G-144
Call (248) 486-6326
University of Windsor Sundays 5:00pm
lona College 208 Sunset Ave.

Call (519) 966-4603
Oakland University: (248) 374-5565
For info on other meetings, call:
South Lyon, MI: (248) 446-3080
Cleveland, OH: (440) 878-0816
Stamford, CT: (203) 554-0792
Miami FL: (561) 542-4890 or (561) 450-8414
Washington D.C./Baltimore: (240) 216-8433

Hear “The Lord’s Challenge”

Weekly Gospel Radio

Buffalo, NY: 99.5 FM (WDCX) Sat. 8:45 am
Detroit, MI: 560 AM (WMUZ) Sat. 5:00 pm
Shortwave (Sundays 2:15 pm, EST)
WHRI 19 Metre band 15.355 MHz
Des Moines, IA: 1460 (KDMI)

Sat. 7:30 am, Sun. 11:00 pm
Fort Wayne, IN: 1090 AM (WFCV) Sat. 4:00 pm
Council Bluffs, IA: 1560 AM (KLNG) Sun. 8:00am
Atlanta, GA: 86 AM (LOVE 86) Sun. 2:00 pm
Guyana: 560 AM (VoG) Sun. 6:15 pm
Toronto, Ont: 1250 AM (CJYE) Thurs 3.15 pm




