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As a New Year dawns, we stand
before an open door.  Looking
through its arch, we see all things
new. Every New Year is an adven-
ture in to  which we must ,  as
Abraham of old, go out, not know-
ing whither we go.

The famous St. Gotthard Tun-
nel through the Alps was opened on
a New Year’s day. Travellers enter-
ing it for the first time had no idea
what to expect at the other end. So
it is with a New Year. As it is en-
tered, no one knows what will have
happened when the end is reached—
decisions, new responsibilities, and
disappointments perhaps. Much can
occur in 365 days. How desirable it
is to begin the New Year with God!

God makes your year a happy
one-Not by shielding you from all
sorrow and pain, but by strengthen-
ing you to bear it if it comes. Not
by making your path easy, but by

“And of his (Jesus’) fullness
have all we received, and grace for
grace” (John 1:16)

Drinking from the bottom of a
vessel does not give you satisfac-
tion because there may be too little
there to satisfy you.
Many of us seem to
show that God is a
poor person, as if
He is only giving
drop by drop. How
is it that we are not
able to see His full-
ness? We are not
able to take of His
fullness. A vessel
with a hole in i ts
side cannot be filled
above that hole. It
can never get full
because there is a
hole. If there is a
second hole at the
bottom, the water
leaks out through that hole also.
However much you pour into this
vessel it will soon be empty.

“Of His fullness have we all re-
ceived.” I do not know how many
tricks the devil uses to make holes
in us. If you do not block those
holes, that fullness will never be
seen in us. Some people have a hole
at the bottom of the vessel. Pride—
spiritual pride- is that hole. Noth-

ing can fill such a vessel. The very
fullness of God cannot fill this ves-
sel, as the hole is right at the bot-
tom. All that is poured in will flow
out.

How many mercies God has
been extending to
us! As we enter this
New Year, let our
hear ts  be fu l l  o f
gratitude for the in-
numerable b less-
ings we have re-
ceived from Him in
1998.  The hymn
writer says, “Count
your  b less ings,
name them one by
one.” If our hearts
are full of praise,
Satan cannot come
close to us.”

F e l l o w s h i p
wi th  the Lord
means,  enter ing

into His fullness and leaving many
things behind. There are things that
hamper spiritual progress which
must be cast away. Only then you
are ready for something more. So
St. Paul says, “Forgetting those
things which are behind.” You can
never afford to think of them again.
Negat ive thoughts and useless
thoughts are the big holes in your

“A Vessel with a
Hole”

“ New
Year ”

St. Paul says,
“Forgetting those
things which are
behind.” You can
never afford to
th ink of  them
again.  Negat ive
thoughts and use-
less thoughts are
the big holes in
your vessel.
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… “N EW YEAR” FROM PAGE 1

making you sturdy enough to tread
any path. Not by taking hardships
from you, but by taking all coward-
ice and fear from your heart as you
need hardships. Not by granting you
unbroken sunshine, but by keeping
your face bright even in the shad-
ows. Not by making your life al-
ways pleasant, but by showing you
where man and his cause need you
most and by making you zealous to
be there and to help. Not by keep-
ing you from battle, but by bring-
ing you off every field more than
conqueror through Christ who loves
you.

Yesterday’s mistakes and fail-
ures can teach us wisdom and yes-
terday’s triumphs can suggest what
is possible. We can make the year
ahead glorious by following the
footsteps of our Guide faithfully
and steadfastly.

 —selected

… “V ESSEL” FROM PAGE 1
vessel.

“For in Him dwelleth all the full-
ness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are
complete in Him, which is the head of
all principality and power” (Col. 2:8 &
9). “You are complete in Jesus Christ.”
There is no question of an imperfect
product. You are complete, you are per-
fect. Are we at least pressing on to per-
fection?

“And I am sure that, when I come

The story is told of an aged
Scotch pastor who was asked to re-
sign because there had been no con-
versions in the church for the en-
tire year.

“Aye,” said the old preacher,
“it’s been a lean year, but there was
one!”

“One conversion?” asked the
elder. “And who was that?”

“Wee Bobbie,” replied the pas-
tor.

“That one lad had not only
given his heart to Jesus that year,
but he had also given his life to God
for service. It was ‘wee Bobbie’
who, in a missionary meeting when
the collection plate was passed for
an offering, asked the usher to put
the plate on the floor, then stepped
into it with his bare feet, saying,
“I’ll give myself — I have nothing
else to give.’”

This ‘wee Bobbie’, we are told,
became the world-renowned Robert
Moffa t ,  who wi th  David
Livingstone gave his l i fe to the
healing of the open sore of Dark
Africa.

  —selected

“The Lean
Year”

unto you, I shall come in the fullness of
the blessing of the gospel of Christ”
Romans 15:29. This verse always chal-
lenges me. Wherever you go, there must
be blessing, not trouble or division. No
idle words, no negative words, about
your brother. That is the devil’s work.
Nobody should come to worship God
who is not happy to greet a brother. That
is a terrible thing. The Bible says, “If
you cannot love your brother, whom you
can see, how can you love God, whom
you cannot see?”

Let us be very careful. Static Chris-
tianity, stale Christianity, futuristic obe-
dience, these are all big holes. Everything
is drained away and nothing remains; no
fullness. Are we getting into the full span
of service? Very often I tell God, “Lord,
you know my age. By this time I should
have reached spiritual maturity. When will
I grow into the full stature of Christ? We
must go to the Lord and pray like this:
“Lord, so many years are passing. Where
is the fullness?”

Let us not be satisfied with our
Christian life. Have you received of His
fullness? Or, have you already become
empty? Whose fullness are you getting?
Let us be careful. It is not something we
are working out amongst ourselves, but it
is His fullness.

What you need is a clean vessel
without any hole in it. The rest He will
do. And all you have to do is to be clean
through His grace and through His Blood.
Be clean in your thoughts and dealings.
Then the Lord will fill you with His full-
ness.

     — Joshua Daniel



3

Say What?

Thousands of animals now a
days are transported from place to
place by plane. But mixed animal
cargoes may be potentially hazard-
ous.

“Several years ago an airline
had a well-crated leopard from Java
in the same compartment with a
crate of  canaries.  The leopard,
which normally preys on birds,
growled ferociously all night, tear-

L IFE IS LIKE  A

COIN; YOU CAN SPEND

IT IN ANY WAY YOU

WISH, BUT YOU CAN

ONLY SPEND IT ONCE.

LOST TIME IS LIKE

THE WATER THAT RUNS

OVER THE DAM —IT

NEVER RETURNS.

“And the earth was without form,
and void:…And the Spirit of God
moved upon the face of the waters”
(Genesis 2:2)

When the earth was without form
and void the Spirit of God was able
to create form, beauty and fullness.
God commanded that the world
should come into being. How exactly
it came to be, we do not know. But
God said it and it was done. Until a
man becomes void and knows that he
is without form in his heart, God can-
not work on him.

Man must know that he is noth-
ing and worthless. Prayer helps him
to come to this knowledge. Before
meeting Jesus, a man thinks he is a
great person and wants to become still
greater.

It is good to come to Jesus to
know you are nothing. A man who
prays very soon comes to know that
he can do nothing by himself. Jesus
came to this position. “I can of mine
own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge:
and my judgment is just; because I
seek not mine own will, but the will
of the Father which hath sent me”
(John 5:30).

By yourself you can do nothing.
Prayer teaches us to be as nothing be-
fore God. Moses said, “Who am I, that
you should send me to Pharaoh?” If
you think you can do something for
God, God can do nothing with you. A
true Christian comes to the place of
saying, “Lord, I know nothing, I can
do nothing. All that I have attempted
for You before are nothing.”

A devout lady who was serving
God was praying that God should use
her. She saw a white hand holding
dirty rags and a voice said, “All your

work is like filthy rags. Your right-
eousness and your service are like
filthy rags.” If you realise this, then
God can take hold of you. God came
when all was void and created the
world. He created man in His own
likeness. He wants to give man His
nature.

The world has yet to see the spir-
itual energy that can come out of one
man. We belong to the broken Christ,
whose body was wounded, whose
hands and legs were pierced. The
Cross will make us feel we are noth-
ing. As we pray we become smaller
and Jesus becomes bigger and bigger
till He fills the Universe.

Jesus can come into you because
He was broken for you. The nothing
that you are can blend with Him who
is everything. People will see Christ
in you. Your touch and words and life
will be just like those of Christ.

Into the void came God and cre-
ated the world. More wonderful than
the world is man whom He created.
Prayer makes us nothing before God.
Into this ‘nothing’ comes God and
makes us new creatures who are in the
likeness of Christ.

      —Late Mr. N. Daniel

“Frightened
to

Death”

ing at its cage, trying to get to the
canaries. When the plane put down,
every canary in the crate was dead-
of fright.

The Christian must remember
that his enemy, the roaring lion—
the devil’ (1 Peter 5:8)—‘walketh
about, seeking whom he may de-
vour.’ And thousands of Christians
are frozen into complete shock
when they hear the growling of their
enemy, the devil.

But this is the blessed truth
God wants all His people to know:
the devil is a conquered foe; he is
chained and caged; and though he
can growl and bellow with a blood-
curdling roar, he actually cannot
harm the believer who is sheltered
under the precious Blood of Christ.
The only way the devil can claw and
hurt the Christian is when the Chris-
tian gets away from his Lord and
gets on the devil’s territory. Then
the devil will claw him.

The place of safety for the be-
liever is close to the Lord Jesus,
with the heart centred on Him, and
the will wholly subject to Him.

  —selected

“Be Nothing
to Have

Everything”
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Ann Arbor  every Sunday Morning
at 10:00 am

Ann Arbor YMCA, Zonta Room, 1st floor
Call (248) 486-6326

University of Michigan   Mondays 7:00 pm
Angell Hall, Room G-144

Call (734) 354-6476
University of  Windsor  Sundays 5:45 pm

Call (519) 254-0839
Oakland University:  (810) 620-1306
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Cleveland,  OH: (440) 878-0816
Toronto,  ONT: (905) 785-7341

New York : (732) 906-2151

Weekly Meetings
—Welcome to All—

Hear ‘‘The Lord’s
 Challenge’’ Weekly Gospel
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South Bend, IN:  103 FM (WHME) Sun. 4:00 pm

Buffalo, NY:  99.5 FM (WDCX) Sat. 9:00 am
Detroit, MI:  560 AM (WMUZ) Sat. 5:00 pm

 Shortwave  (Sundays 2:15 pm, EST)
WHRI 19 Metre band 15.355 MHz

Des Moines, IA:  1460 (KDMI)
 Sat. 7:30 am, Sun. 11:00 pm

Fort Wayne, IN: 1090 AM (WFCV) Sat. 4:00 pm
Chattanooga, TN:  1450 AM (WMOC) Sat.3:30 pm
Council Bluffs, IA:  1560 AM (KLNG) Sat. 3:45 pm

Atlanta, GA:  86 AM (LOVE 86) Sun. 2:00 pm
Guyana: GBC - Sundays at 6:30 pm

Trinidad:  610AM (NBS) Mon. 9:30pm

Cuff was a slave. He was a joy-
ful Christian, and a faithful servant.
His master, however, was in need of
money, who was an infidel, came to
buy Cuff. The price was agreed upon
and the Christian slave was sold to
the infidel. But in parting with him
the master said, “You will find Cuff
a good worker and you can trust him;
he will suit you in every respect but
one.”

“And what is that?” asked the
infidel.

“He will pray, and you can’t
break him of it; but that is his only
fault.”

“I’ll soon whip that out of him,”
remarked the infidel.

“I fear not,” said the former
master, “and would not advise you to
try it; he would rather die than give
it up.”

Cuff proved faithful to the new
master, the same as he had to the old.
The master soon got word that Cuff
had been praying, and on calling him
said, “Cuff, you must not pray any
more; we cannot have any praying
around here; never let me hear any
more about this nonsense.”

Cuff replied, “O Massa, I love
to pray to Jesus, and when I pray, I
love you and Missus all the more,
and can work all the harder for you.”

But he was sternly forbidden to
pray any more under penalty of a se-
vere flogging. That evening, when
the day’s work was done, he talked
to his God, like Daniel of old, as he
had aforetime.

Next morning he was summoned
to appear before his master, who de-

manded of him why he had disobeyed
him. “O Massa, I have to pray. I Can’t
live without it,” said Cuff. At this the
master flew into a terrible rage and
ordered Cuff to be tied to the whip-
ping post, and had his shirt off. He
then applied the rawhide with all the
force he possessed, until his young
wife ran out in tears and begged him
to stop. The man was so infuriated
that he threatened to punish her next,
if she did not leave him, then con-
tinued to apply the lash until his
strength was exhausted. Then he or-
dered the bleeding back to be washed
in salt water; had the shirt on and the
poor slave was made go to his work.
Cuff went away singing in a groan-
ing voice:

“My suffering time will soon be
o’er, when I shall sigh and weep no
more.”

He worked faithfully all that
day, though in much pain, as the
blood oozed out from his back where
the lash had made long, deep fur-
rows.

Meanwhile, God was working
on the master. He saw his wickedness
and cruelty to that poor soul, whose
only fault had been his fidelity, and
conviction seized upon him; by night
he was in great distress of mind. He
went to bed but could not sleep. Such
was his agony that at midnight he
awoke his wife and told her that he
was dying.

“Shal l  I  cal l  a doctor?” she
asked.

“No, no; I don’t want a doctor—
is there anyone on the plantation that
can pray for me? I am afraid that I
am going to hell.”

“I don’t know of anyone,” said
his wife, “Except the slave you pun-
ished this morning.”

“Do you think he would pray for
me?” he anxiously inquired.

“Yes I think,” she replied.
“Well, send for him quickly.”
On going after Cuff they found

him on his knees in prayer, and when
called he supposed he was to be pun-
ished again. On being taken to the
master, groaning, said, “O Cuff, can
you pray for me?”

“Yes, blessed Massa, I’ve been
praying for you all night,” and at this
dropped on his knees and, like Jacob
of old, wrestles in prayer, and before
the breaking of the day witnessed the
conversion of both master and mis-
tress. Master and slave embraced,
race differences and past cruelty
were swept away by the love of God,
and tears of joy were shed.

Cuff was immediately set free.
He never worked another day on the
plantation. Master took Cuff and
went out to preach the Gospel; they
travelled all over, witnessing to the
power of Christ to save to the utter-
most. This is what the love of God
does to a person. “But I say unto you,
Love your enemies, bless them that
curse you, do good to them that hate
you,  and pray for  them which
despitefully use you, and persecute
you” Matthew 5:44.

    —selected

“ Cuff —
The Slave”


