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The Gift of Deviating from God'’s Will
Forg |VeneSS “For my sake this storm has lege of fellowship with the prophet

come unto you."(Jonah 1:9-12) Samuel. But he broke that fellowship.
Beware if you are making God sad
| can give you a little experience Many people do not realize how about the appointment God has given
of my own family. Before | was four-  they are the cause of the storms thatyou. If you are deviating from His will
teen years old the first thing | remem- come into their homes, their lives and you are bringing sorrow and death
ber was the death of my father. He their churches. Itis sad not to know and madness into your family.
had been unfortunate in business, andhow much harm you are causing to Some people come only half
failed. Soon after his death the credi- others. Here a prophet was bringing way through to conversion and go
tors came in and took everything. My harm to others. He was fleeing from back and do much harm to the king-
mother was left with a large family of the presence of God. Any man who dom of God. God wants you to be
children. One calamity after another knows God and does not live in His engaged in things of eternal value.
swept over the entire household. will brings harm to others. When we But you can go right against God’s
Twins were added to the family, and are born of God we have a respon- will. Those that are outside God’s
my mother was taken sick. The el- sibility towards others. If you do not will and those that associate them-
dest boy was fifteen years of age, andrealize this, you will bring storms selves with the ungodly and the hea-
to him my mother looked as a stay in upon others. A woman was once then are on the way to danger.
her calamity, but all at once that boy confessing in our meetingéknow  Some are associating themselves
became a wanderer. He had beenit is because of my sins my two chil- with those that always talk evil
reading some of the trashy novels, dren died.”We pray, Thy willbe  against God’s children. Their homes
and the belief had seized him that he done on earth as it is in heaven.” will become a hell.
had only to go away to make a for- But are we doing His will? Is your Joseph was in God'’s will all his
tune. Away he went. home the kingdom of God? Is your life. He rejoiced in his suffering8l.
| can remember how eagerly she church so? Then why do we pray the know both how to be abased and
used to look for tidings of that boy; Lord’s prayer? When a man comes | know how to abound; every-
how she used to send us to the Postto the Lord, the next step is to do where and in all things | am in-
Office to see if there was a letter from God’s will. There is a plan of God structed both to be full and to be
Gt contonpace 4 chalked out for everyone who is born hungry, both to abound and to
of Him. When you are converted, suffer need.”(Phil. 4:12) Itis a

JIPR know that God has a plan foryou. great thing to be satisfied in the
Oliimls_tﬁ\\l/iCEtor Jonah was going out of God’s state you are now in‘:But godli-

will, but God drew him into it. God ness with contentment is great
brought Gideon into His plan. God gain.” (I Timothy 6:6) If your heart
gave Saul a new heart. But Saul did is satisfied in joy or in suffering, in
not continue in God’s will. He thus want or in plenty that is a true
At our Web Site: brought a storm upon his family and Christian life. Joseph was always
hitp:/fiefl.org it was destroyed. Saul had the privi- with God — even when cast in the
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assurance. The blood shed on Cal-
vary avails for all classes alike.
When Israel of old was about
to leave Egypt, and the last awful
plague was to fall on that land and
its people, God Himself provided
not bring storms on yourself and a way of escape for His own. They
others. You will bring down the There is an apparently authen- were to slay a lamb, sprinkle its
abundance of God’s blessing. It is tic story told of the great Queen blood on the doorposts and lintel
a difficult life to be in God’s will. Victoria, so long ruler of Britain’s  of their houses, go inside, and shut
Once as a young man | was vast empire. When she occupied the door.
anticipating a certain dinner. But her castle at Balmoral, Scotland, When the destroying angel
just before that dinner God told me she was in the habit of calling, in a passed through that night, he would
to fast and pray. | obeyed. God friendly way, upon certain cottag- not be permitted to enter any
once asked me to wear very plain ers living in the neighborhood. blood-sprinkled door, for Jehovah
and simple clothes. Flashy clothes One aged Highland woman, had said,'When | see the blood,
were then the fashion. People who felt greatly honored by these | will pass over you.”
laughed at me. Some thought | was visits and who knew the Lord, was Inside the house, some might
going mad. But that dress did me anxious about the soul of the have been trembling and some re-
good. gueen. joicing, but all were safe. Their se-
“Yet it pleased the Lord to As the season came to a closecurity depended, not on their
bruise him; he hath put him to one year, Her Majesty was making frames of mind or feelings, but on
grief; when thou shalt make his her last visit to the humble home of the fact that the eye of God beheld
soul an offering for sin, he shall this dear child of God. After the the blood of the lamb and they were
see his seed, he shall prolong his good-byes were said, the old cot- sheltered behind it. As they recalled
days and the pleasure of the Lord tager timidly inquired;May | ask  the word that He had given con-
shall prosper in his hand(lsaiah  Your Gracious Majesty a ques- cerning it and truly believed it, they

pit, as a slave in Potiphar’s house,

as one condemned in the prison and
also when he was on the throne of
Egypt. God was with Joseph and

Joseph was with God. You can be
with God only in His will. You will

All-Availing
Blood of Jesus

53:10) Those that are in God’s will, tion?”
take other people’s sins upon

joice to suffer with others. Those
that walk on this royal highway will
have the protection of the angels

in heaven?”

with them.
— N. Daniel
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“Yes,” replied the queerias
themselves like Jesus did. They re- many as you like.”
“Will Your Majesty meet me

Instantly the royal visitor re-
and archangels. Heaven will be plied, “I will, through the all-
availing blood of Jesus.”

That is the only safe ground for

would have much assurance.

So it is today! We cannot see
the blood shed so long ago for our
redemption on Calvary, but there
is a sense in which it is ever before
the eye of God. The moment are-
pentant sinner puts his trust in
Christ, he is viewed by God as
sheltered behind the blood-
sprinkled lintel.
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H th perous career, crowned with a ripe, . - .
honored old age. Disobedience and S f I
O n O u r y disrespect for parents are often the aC rl I C I a
first steps in the downward track.
Fath er an d Many a criminal has testified that this Love
is the point where he first went astray.

thy M Other | have lived over sixty years, and |
have learned one thing if | have A little boy had a canary bird,
learned nothing else—that no man or \yhjch he loved very much. His

| believe itto be literally true that  woman who dishonors father or mgther becameill, and the singing of
our temporal condition depends on mother ever prospers. the bird gave her great annoyance.
the way we act upon this command- Young man, young woman, how The boy was told by the mother that
ment: “Honor thy father and do you treat your parents? Tell me the bird gave her great pain by its sing-
mother (which is the first com- that, and | will tell you how you are ing. He went at once and gave the
mandment with promise), that it goingto getoninlife. When I heara pjrq away to his cousin, and then
may be well with thee, and that young man speaking contemptuously came home and told his mother that
thou mayest live long on the of his gray-haired father or mother, | the pird would not disturb her any-

earth.” ' say he hlas sunk  more, for he had given it away.
The Scrip- ) very low indeed. “But did you not love it very
tures express the Young man, young When | see a much?” she asked him. “How

outcome of this woman, how do you treat young man as guld you part with it?” “Yes,” he

commandinmany Your parents? Tell me that, polite as any replied, “but | love you agrea_,t deal
ways: “Honor and | Wl” tell you how you gentlemen can be more. |, could not rea”y love any-
thy father and are going to get on in life.” when heisoutin thing that gave you pain.”

thy mother, as society, butwho We must love God as this boy
the Lord thy God snaps at his |gyed his mother, more than we
hath commanded thee; that thy mother — and |gye anything else, and also every-

days may be prolonged, and that it speaks unkindly to his father, Iwould thjng that grieves Him we must give
may go well with thee, in the land not give the snap of my finger for his yp however much we may like it.
which the Lord thy God giveth religion.
thee.” “Cursed is he that setteth If there is any man or woman on
light by his father or mother.” earth that oughtto be treated kindly
“Whoso curseth his father or moth- and tenderly, it is that loving mother
er, his lamp shall be put out in ob- or that loving father. If they cannot
scure darkness.” have your regard through life, what
It would be easy to multiply texts reward are they to have for all their
from the Bible to prove this truth. care and anxiety?
Obedience and respect athome pre-  Think how they loved you and
pare the way for obedience to the provided for you in your early days.
employer, and they are joined with _ D.L.Moody “BUT THE
other virtues that help toward a pros- PATH OF THE
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..“Grr" rrRoMPAGEL  he stopped. My mother didn’t knowmillion cubic feet of water bursting
her boy. He stood there with foldedover the falls every minute and falling
him, and recollect how we used toarms and great beard flowing down hid 70 feet into the basin below.
come back with the sad new#o breast, his tears trickling down his  On another vacation, we traveled
letter.” | remember how in the eve-face. When my mother saw those teat® the Grand Canyon, and | still re-
nings we used to sit beside her in thathe cried;Oh, it's my lost son,"and member the overwhelming sense of
New England home, and we wouldentreated him to come in. But he stoodwe, majesty, dizziness, and downright

talk about our father; but the momenstill. “No, mother,” he said,’l will  terror as | stood near the edge and
the name of that boy was mentionediot come in till | hear first you have gazed into the chasm.
she would hush us into silence. Som#&rgiven me.” This is akin to the fear of God. It

nights when the wind was very high, Do you believe she was not will-isn’t an unhealthy fear, but an over-
and the house, which was upon a hilling to forgive him? Do you think shewhelming sense of God Himself.
would tremble at every gust, the voicevas likely to keep him long standing If we feel a kind of fear and awe
of my mother was raised in prayer fothere? She rushed to the threshold araler a mere waterfall or chasm, how
that wanderer who had treated her sthhrew her arms around him, andnuch more should we feel that way

unkindly. breathed forgiveness. about the Lord, who is a million times

| used to think she loved him more — D.L. Moody more powerful than a cataract, a bil-
than all the rest of us put together, and lion times more pure, and a trillion
| believe she did. On a Thanksgiving times more overwhelming and all-en-
Day— you know that is a family day gulfing than a canyon?
in New England—she used to set a Waterfalls and It is that fear of God that keeps
chair for him, thinking he would return Canyons sin at bay in our lives and gives us a
home. Her family grew up and her foothold for wisdom.
boys left home. When | was a boy, my parents — Robert J. Morgan

| sent letters all over the country,took us to Niagara Falls. We rode the
but could find no trace of him. One dayboat Maid of the Mist right out into the
while in Boston the news reached méasin of the falls, and we also tramped

that he had returned. down the steps to the edge of the bot-
While in that city | remember how tom of the falls, and my dad even took Ann Arbor every Sunday Morning
| used to look for him in every store—me into thg caves behind the fallg AN Arbor YMOA. sam Room. 1st floor
he had a mark on his face—but | nevewhere openings had been cutout. Itis  Call(248)486-6326
. e . . University of Michigan ~ Mondays 7:00 pm
got any trace. One day while mya terrifying thing to stand there, only, Angell Hall, Room G-144

ey . Call (248) 446-3009
mother was sitting at the door, anches from such power and from pos- university of Woadon Sundays 5:00 pm

stranger was seen coming toward thsible death, deafened by athunderols  .uand Oniversiy. . (246 374-5565

house, and when he came to the doooar, the ground trembling from six| Eastern Michigan University: _(248) 982-4938
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