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… “ANTIDOTE” CON’T ON PAGE 4

“O depths of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are his judgments, and his
ways past finding out!”  Romans 11:33

Without any doubt, we are living in a
superficial and artificial age. It is all tinsel,
veneer and glittering chrome. In the event of
any disaster or accident, all that remains are
only bits and pieces and an unrecognizable
mass of twisted steel. But most people stake
every thing on the short-lived glow and glit-
ter of their earthly pos-
sessions.

Unfortunately,
this shallow veneer
has overtaken many
churches too. Most of
the preachers and
churches today
preach a conversion which requires no re-
pentance. It hurts to dig deep, to uncover the
wicked motives that rule one’s life and con-
fess hidden sins. It is some thing in which
human nature revolts. We hate to be exposed,
to be searched to the depths of our hearts.
But this is what the Lord Jesus does. Expo-
sure and diagnosis are essential for treatment.

You never try to mislead your doctor
by stating symptoms which do not exist. You
want to be as exact as possible in narrating
the symptoms in order to help the doctor to
locate the problem.

St. Paul cries, Oh! The depths of the
riches both of wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are his judgments and his
ways past finding out!

Yes, there are depths in Christ, depths
in purity, power and perfection. It only re-
veals our shallow desire when we look around
and see the state of affairs of Christians to-
day. The early disciples were men who could
face any situation with deep assurance that
their risen Lord would deliver them through
and through. Jesus was more than adequate

“Get Right with God”
for them. Such was their faith and they were
more than conquerors in the midst of an idola-
trous and immoral society.

Christ is adequate even today. His prom-
ises are enough for you. As you get deeper
into the Word of God and the riches in Christ,
your heart is thrilled with a new vision and
hope. You are right there in the mine shaft and
the cable car plunges you deeper and deeper
into the solid veins of gold in the quartz around
you. It is all yours. He is your wisdom. He is
your salvation. He is your sanctification. In

Jesus Christ you have
all these riches. He
gave Himself for us
holding nothing back.

My father was a
man of great spiritual
depth and he sought
depth in others. In his

life time he was enabled by God to bring liter-
ally thousands into the deep experience of con-
version. Nearly all of them learned to pray and
cultivated the habit of getting alone for prayer
every day. No wonder, they were mightily used
of God in healing the sick and in casting out
the demons. The Word of God prevailed over
all the works of darkness.

On the other hand, the shallow Chris-
tians are always characterized by the light
hearted way in which they speak of deep men
of God. The very son of God was not spared
from criticism. They called Him as a wine-
bibber, friend of sinners and Beelzebub. They
belittled Him as the son of the carpenter.  But
Jesus steadfastly set His face towards Jerusa-
lem, where He must suffer and die on the cross.

Now, tear off the old paper and scrape
away the thin veneer with which you disguised
your true nature. Come to the cross with true
brokenness. Call upon the Lord Jesus for a
new life. There are depths of His love and
riches which are still unexplored.

— Joshua Daniel

“The Antidote
for Hatred”

“In Jesus Christ you
have all these riches. He
gave Himself for us hold-
ing nothing back.”

Compassion is the most powerful anti-
dote for hatred and bitterness that the human
heart can find. It’s the one way to restore love
to a broken relationship.

Byron Deel was a college basketball
coach in Nashville, Tennessee, who grew up
with an alcoholic and abusive father. Byron
had two brothers and three sisters, a large
family, but his dad spent the family income on
alcohol, and he drank and ranted and raved
and cursed and threatened and hit them. And
then he left them. When Byron was twelve,
his father walked away from the family, and
did absolutely nothing to support them. There
were no child care payments. No alimony. No
cards at birthdays. No gifts at Christmas. Noth-
ing but hardship and abandonment.

Six years later, he showed up again, two
weeks after Byron had graduated from high
school. It was an awkward meeting. He stayed
about half an hour. And then he left again,
and this time there was no contact for sixteen
years. Byron told me, “My attitude toward
my dad was everything that it shouldn’t have
been for a Christian. He had robbed me of a
happy childhood. He had failed me at every
point. He had abused me. I hesitate to say
that I hated him, but perhaps hatred isn’t
too strong a word. There was a bitterness
there that was almost a loathing. Whenever
anyone asked me about my dad, I’d shut them
off pretty fast. As I grew older, I put it all out
of my mind, and there was just a blank spot
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“This is The Way”

“Susanna Wesley”

“And thine ears shall hear a word be-
hind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in
it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when
ye turn to the left.” (Isaiah 30:21)

Have your thoughts become God’s
thoughts? After prayer in Peniel, Jacob re-
turned to his family with God. Have you met
God? The mother of Samson met an angel.
She came and told her husband. Then their
thoughts began to rise higher and higher.

When you and your wife pray together
everyday, one day you will pray only God’s
thoughts. You feel you are swimming in the
current of God’s thoughts. What a great bless-
ing it is! When you pray, you pray the will of
God. Rebellion pulls us away from God’s
thoughts.

David’s beautiful son Absalom never came
to reach the level of God’s thoughts. Thus he
was full of pride. He daily looked into his mirror at
his own reflection. He never wanted God’s
thoughts. He was full of rebellion. His father loved
him. It was a kind of faulty love. When he did not
repent for murder, he kissed him. It was a wrong
kiss. God doesn’t do like that, but He follows
you with His goodness which leads you to re-
pentance.

God followed Paul and one day overpow-
ered him. One day God’s grace will overpower
you. He is at your heels. All the power you imag-
ined and wished for is there with Him. David
wanted to be the king’s son-in-law, but God gave
him the kingdom itself.

Daniel’s thoughts began to rise higher and
higher. One day he prayed in God’s presence to
see whether he was right with God and an angel
came and said, ‘You are dearly beloved’. As he
began to pray an answer was coming. But on the
way, the powers of darkness hindered and de-
layed the answer.

There are powers of darkness around you,
but you will conquer. The rebellion in your heart
should die and then God’s thoughts and yours
will become the same.

It happened so to Abraham. When God
asked him for his son there was no resistance in
him. The whole Heaven rejoices when a human
heart comes to that level. God will bless the whole
world through your family. Do you believe that?

Are you sure that by God’s grace the rebel-
lion in your heart will die and God’s power will
work through you to change the whole land? Have
you conquered? Has the resistance to God gone
from your heart? If God says, ‘Go this way’, will
you say, ‘Yes I will go!’ If rebellion dies in your
heart, you will hear God’s voice always. He will
follow you with his guidance.

In monasteries Luther learnt good discipline
and good habits. He did some mistakes. Yet, he
was cleansed in the Blood of Jesus. Then he be-
came an apostle. He made great self-sacrifices. He
risked his life when he condemned sin in the
Church. He expected death at any moment. The
whole world may be against you. Yet your spiri-
tual courage will be unparalleled. You can say
with St. Paul, “I can do all things through Him
who strengthens me.”

When you are born again, God’s aim is that
you should become like one of His apostles. His
aims and purposes are very great. But you can be
distracted and turn away from His way. The world
is alluring you. Remember the saints who kept the
world away. Press forward towards His high call-
ing.

— N. Daniel

It would be an understatement to say
Susanna Annesley came from a large family.
She was the twenty-fifth child of a well-known
London minister. She was also an intelligent,
deeply spiritual girl. Susanna’s daily prayer was

“Dear God, guide me. Help me do Thy will.
Make my life count.”

Susanna lived in fear that her father
would be arrested for his preaching. He was
a preacher in the Dissenters’ church. The Dis-
senters were Christians who worshiped God
in their own way rather than following the
rules of the Church of England. In the late
1600’s it was against the law to preach for
any church other than the Church of En-
gland. Dissenters had been branded, had their
ears cut off, and been burned alive. Once,
soldiers came to the Annesley’s  home and
took many of their belongings as a fine be-
cause of her father’s preaching.

Susanna dearly loved and respected
her father. From him she learned to study and
pray at the same time every day—a habit she
would one day teach her own children. When
she was nineteen, Susanna married Samuel
Wesley. Samuel was not only a very commit-
ted minister, but he too was highly intelligent
and well educated. He also loved to write.
Unfortunately for Susanna, he was not a prac-
tical man.

Their first home was drab and tiny.
Samuel’s job at a small church in a village
near London paid very little. They soon had
a baby boy and named him Samuel after his
father. Susanna prayed that God would use
their son and the children that would come
later to make a difference in the world.

After a few years, Samuel got a job in a
bigger church in the country, one hundred
miles from London. Although his pay was
better and a house was provided for them,
the move was difficult for Susanna. One hun-
dred miles was a long way to be separated
from family and friends when the only means
of travel was by horse and carriage. She
might never see them again.

Samuel spent most of his free time writ-
ing magazine articles and poetry, so it was up
to Susanna to see that their growing family
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“The Source and Resource”

was clothed and fed. But in spite of Samuel’s
shortcomings, Susanna loved him.

Her strong faith saw her through many
hardships. Three of their first seven children
died. Her oldest son had never talked. On top
of that, Samuel made an important man angry
by telling the woman he was living with is not
his wife and what they were doing was sinful.
This meant he we sure to lose his job.

During those dark days, Susanna turned
to God for help. She was given a ray of joy
when little Samuel finally began to talk when
he was five years old. She began teaching
him to read and found he had a very quick
mind and memorized easily.

Then her husband was offered a job in
another town. It paid better still, and a big
house on three acres of land was included.
Now they could grow their own food. But
there were moving expenses, their growing
family needed more furniture. They also
needed to buy equipment and animals before
they could do any farming. All of this put them
in debt equal to a year’s salary.

The unschooled church people in the
new place didn’t get along well with the
Wesleys, who were educated and had famous
and important ancestors. They also didn’t like
Samuel’s political ideas and his loyalty to the
king. A lonely Susanna turned to God for com-
fort.

One time while Samuel was away, the
family was kept awake by gunshots and an
angry mob’s pounding and shouting. Because
Susanna was recovering from giving birth, a
nurse was taking care of her baby across the
street. When the mob finally left, the tired
nurse fell into a deep sleep and rolled over on
the baby and smothered it.

Some time later, an angry church mem-
ber demanded that Samuel pay him some
money he owed him right away. Samuel
couldn’t, so the man had him put into prison
for three months. While he was gone, one of
his enemies killed all their cows, Susanna’s
main means of support. Friends helped her
and paid Samuels’s debt.

In 1702, a fire ruined two-thirds of their
home. Rebuilding the house put them deeper

in debt. Seven years later, another fire de-
stroyed nearly everything they owned.

As if constant money troubles and prob-
lems with the townspeople weren’t enough,
seven more of Susanna’s children died. Of their
nineteen children, only nine lived to be adults.

Through it all, Susanna spent six hours
a day teaching them. Determined that her chil-
dren would learn their duty toward God and
their neighbours, she wrote three religious text-
books for them. Her teaching was so effective
that every one of them grew to love learning
and godly living. Somehow, Susanna managed
to spend two hours a day in her own Bible
reading and prayer.

In the end, Susanna’s teaching, her daily
prayers for her children, and her own godly
example made a great impact on her world.
While her sons John and Charles were study-
ing at college, they started a club with other
students who wanted to know and serve God
better. The group became known as Method-
ists, because they had methods for praying,
fasting, and studying the Bible at set times.

    Later, tens of thousands would hear
John and Charles. John led the Methodist re-
vival in England, which turned people back to
the true gospel. And Charles carried the mes-
sage to countless churches through the hymns
he wrote.

— Selected

One morning with a friend I walked out
of the city of Geneva to where the waters of
the lake flow with swift rush into the Rhone,
and we were both greatly interested in the
strange sight which has impressed so many
travelers. There are two rivers whose waters
come together here, the Rhone and the Arve,
the Arve flowing into the Rhone. The waters
of the Rhone are beautifully clear and spar-
kling. The waters of the Arve come through a
clayey soil and are muddy, gray, and dull.

I went to the guidebook and maps to
find out something about this river that kept
on its way undefiled by its neighbor for so

long. Its source is in a glacier that is between
ten thousand and eleven thousand feet high,
descending “from the gates of eternal night,
at the foot of the pillar of the sun.” It is fed
continually by the melting glacier which, in
turn, is being kept up by the snows and cold.
Rising at this great height, ever being renewed
steadily by the glacier, the river comes rush-
ing down the swift descent of the Swiss Alps
through the lake of Geneva, and on. There is
the secret of purity, side by side with its dirty
neighbour.

Our lives must have their source high
up in the mountains of God, fed by a cease-
less supply. Only so can there be the purity,
and the momentum that will keep us pure, and
keep us moving down in contact with men of
the earth. Constant personal contact with
Jesus is the ever new beginning of service.

                     — S.D. Gorden

“Do the Right Thing”

   Rob Mouw isn’t a household name,
and what he did wasn’t of heroic propor-
tions—or was it? This incident happened
when Rob was a senior at Wheaton Acad-
emy in Wheaton, Illinois. Here’s the local
newspaper’s write-up of Rob Mouw:

Rob Mouw’s high-school soccer career
ended with a loss to Willowbrook Saturday
night, but don’t think for a second his career
didn’t end on a high note.

In Wheaton Christian’s [now Wheaton
Academy] final regular-season game last
Tuesday, the Warriors lost a hard-fought

… “RIGHT” CON’T ON PAGE 4
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Sunday Morning Worship  at 10:00 am at:
Community Christ Church, in Novi MI

46200  West Ten Mile Rd.
Call (248) 486-6326 or (248)380-8633

University of Michigan  Mondays 7:00 pm
Angell Hall, Room G-144

Call (248) 446-3009
University of  Windsor Sundays 5:00 pm

Iona College 208 Sunset Ave.
Call (519) 966-4603

Oakland University: (248) 374-5565
For info on other meetings, Call:
South Lyon, MI: (248) 446-3080
Cleveland, OH: (440) 878-0816
Cincinnati, OH: (513) 478-4512

Lincoln, NE: (402) 477-0526
Detroit, MI: (248) 442-2806

Weekly Meetings
—Welcome to All—

Hear ‘‘The Lord’s
 Challenge’’ Weekly Gospel

Radio
South Bend, IN: 103 FM (WHME) Sun. 4:00 pm

Buffalo, NY: 99.5 FM (WDCX) Sat. 9:00 am
Detroit, MI: 560 AM (WMUZ) Sat. 5:00 pm

 Shortwave (Sundays 2:15 pm, EST)
WHRI 19 Metre band 15.355 MHz
Des Moines, IA: 1460 (KDMI)
 Sat. 7:30 am, Sun. 11:00 pm

Fort Wayne, IN: 1090 AM (WFCV) Sat. 4:00 pm
Council Bluffs, IA: 1560 AM (KLNG) Sun. 8:00 am

Atlanta, GA: 86 AM (LOVE 86) Sun. 2:00 pm
Guyana: GBC - Sundays at 6:30 pm

Trinidad: 610AM (NBS) Mon. 9:30pm
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… “ANTIDOTE” FROM PAGE 1

there. I didn’t think about it. I could go for
years without once thinking about my father.”

Then out of the blue Byron’s aunt called
him and said, “Your father is in Bristol, Vir-
ginia, very sick and close to death. It would
mean something to him if he could see one of
his children. He has cirrhosis of the liver.”
None of the other children wanted to see him,
and Byron lived the closest to Bristol. So he
got in his car and drove up there. He said, “I
had a ton of thoughts. Not a lot of strong feel-
ings, just a sense that someone should do this.
I didn’t want to, but it seemed like I should.”

He walked into the Intensive Care Unit
and there was a seventy-one-year-old man,
connected to monitors, tubes inserted into his
body, surrounded by medical equipment. Byron
hadn’t seen him for sixteen years, but he rec-
ognized the man. And something strange hap-
pened. As Byron saw his dad lying there help-
lessly, dying, strung about with wires and tubes
and monitors and machines, all the years of
hatred and anger melted away. He walked over
and stood by the bedside. The man opened his
eyes, saw Byron, and began to cry.

Byron said, “I wept, too. It was almost as
though I could see going through his mind
waves of regret for the wasted years.” Byron
spent that day and the next with his dad, and
he was surprised to find that he had a lot of
feeling for the man. “The burden that I had
been carrying around for years, without real-
izing it, was gone. We were able to talk, and I
was able to share the gospel with him.”

Byron’s father survived that stay in the
hospital, and was able to return home briefly.
During that time, Byron had a second visit,
taking his wife and daughters with him. And
during that visit, he came to know that his dad
had trusted Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior
and turned to Him with all his heart.

Later the call came that his father had died.
But Byron was no longer bitter or estranged.
The compassion of Jesus Christ had taken hold,
and instead of seeing himself as an abused
victim full of hatred and cold of heart, he saw
something else. He saw his dad through the
Lord’s eyes, as a needy man who just needed
Jesus Christ.

match to Waubonsie Valley 3-2. Behind the box
score and a tremendous Wheaton Christian ef-
fort to stay close to one of the top teams in the
area is a pretty interesting story.

Waubonsie Valley scored the go-ahead
goal with about a minute left. With less than 10
seconds left, Mouw got the ball at midfield.
Mouw, a senior forward, quickly dribbled upfield
and scored to apparently tie the match in an
upset.

But the result was far from decided. Be-
cause there was just one referee on-hand, offi-
cial time was being kept on the scoreboard so
the referee could concentrate on the action.
When Mouw was making his run at the goal,
most eyes were focused on him and not the
dwindling scoreboard clock. The clock read :00
afterward, but because the referee did not see
the clock run out he felt he could not disallow
the goal, and let the 3-3 result stand.

“I was personally watching the clock be-
cause I like to instruct my players as to what to
do,” said Waubonsie Valley coach Angelo
DiBernardo. “It was easy for us to see, but it
always comes down to the referee. Our players
stopped and their player scored. That was our
mistake.”

DiBernardo was a little frustrated about
the situation, but accepted the tie and congratu-
lated Wheaton Christian coach Wes Dusek af-
terward. At first, Dusek thought his team had
tied the match because he too was watching
Mouw and not the clock.

Dusek, however, informed DiBernardo that
the goal had indeed been scored after time ex-
pired and Waubonsie Valley should be ruled
the winner.

How did Dusek know the goal was scored
after time expired if he wasn’t watching the clock?

“Mouw came up to me and said, ‘When I

shot the ball, the clock was on :00,”’ said
Dusek, who was told the same by his assistant
coach. “With quality people like that telling
me what the truth was, I couldn’t doubt it.”

A game-tying goal against one of the
area’s powers would have brought respect to
Mouw as a top-notch player. But that is al-
ready true. The fact that Mouw declined to
accept the goal—even though it would have
been easy to do so— should earn Mouw re-
spect as a top-notch person.

“From age five I was taught to play the
whistle, so I just figured we had some time left
and kept playing,” Mouw said. When told the
scoreboard was the official clock, he told Dusek
the clock did run out before he scored.

“We did the right thing,” Mouw added,
“I would have loved to have it count, but it
was our responsibility to accept the loss.”

Perhaps an asterisk should be placed next
to Mouw’s record of 55 goals in a career at
Wheaton Christian in memory of what could
have been No. 56.

Score one for sportsmanship, Wheaton
Christian, and Rob Mouw.

“And herein do I exercise myself, to have
always a conscience void of offence toward
God, and toward men.”Acts 24:16

— Selected

Instead of looking at your husband or wife
and saying, “Why doesn’t he treat me better?
Why doesn’t he do this or that? Why did I ever
marry such a jerk?” look at him or her and say,
“There is someone made in God’s image who is
hurting more than he knows, more than she
realizes. How can the Lord enable me to help?”

— Selected

… “RIGHT” FROM PAGE 3

Easter Retreat Announcement
ALL ARE WELCOME

Friday, April 14th through Sunday, April 16th
For more information or directions to the retreat, please contact us at any of the

numbers listed at right, or e-mail us at:  post@lefi.org


