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“How to Read
the Bible”

I read the Bible daily, just as the chil-
dren of Israel gathered the manna daily.
You remember, they could not gather suf-
ficient on one day to do for even two days.
They had to go out morning by morning
and gather it. That is the only way you
can nurture your spiritual life. You will
have to study the Word daily. God says
“day and night” (Joshua 1.8).

Perhaps you do not read the Word
of God because you cannot understand
it. You come across passages that are
beyond your comprehension. My friend,
you should read the Bible as you eat fish.
Now how do I eat fish? When I come to
a bone, do I take up my plate of fish and
throw it away just because I have found
a bone? Of course not. I pick out the
bone, lay it on the side of my plate, and
go on eating fish. I am not going to throw
my fish away just because I find a bone.
Are you going to cast God’s Word aside
because you come across a passage that
you cannot understand? Of course not.
Just leave it and go on reading the Word.
Lay it aside for the time and continue
your study. Keep eating fish. Keep read-
ing the Word.

I read the Word of God as I read a
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“Saved From the
Grip of Alcohol!”

Testimony of Mark Rydinski

When I was young, I spent my
life foolishly, though I thought I was
very smart. I thought it was great to
meet with my friends every night
after work and have a few drinks. Of
course, my wife didn’t like me doing
this, because I usually came home
none too steady on my feet.

In 1972, we gave our lives to the
Lord Jesus Christ. As new Christians,
we didn’t know what to do. So as a
new believer, I did what was normal
for me. I"d come home from work,
and my car had a habit of turning in to
this one tavern. I couldn’t control the
steering wheel anymore. Because of
my commitment to Christ, I realized
that what [ was doing was wrong, but
I didn’t know how to stop.

The fact was, drinking was such
a normal part of my life that it was
hard for me to see anything wrong in
it. When I was a youngster, my dad
operated three saloons in South Bend,
Indiana. So drinking was something
that was part of our lives. In fact,
that’s how my dad made a living. And
I didn’t see anything wrong with it.

But then, the Lord had a hold of
me, and [ got to feeling so guilty every
time that I would have a drink. Even at
home, I found so many hiding places
for my bottle. But my wife didn’t like
me sneaking drinks, and she said,
“Mark, why don’t you just take that
bottle and set it here on the cupboard
here in the kitchen? You don’t have

to go downstairs sneaking drinks. |
know you’re drinking.”

But I was ashamed. It bothered
me, but yet I couldn’t stop. I tried on
my own. There was no way I could
quit. My pastor even tried to help me,
but I guess he didn’t have the right
combination.

And then in the year 1978, we
heard that a missionary, Reverend
Daniel, was coming to our church.
For me, I wasn’t one of those fellows
that liked to go to church at night.
Sunday was fine, but any extra time,
that wasn’t my cup of tea. But any-
way, Rev. Daniel came and for some
reason or other, no matter how much
I drank throughout the day, I still at-
tended the meetings at the church on
the weeknights. There was something
that Rev. Daniel was saying that got
to me. His words were like a magnet;
the Lord was pulling me there every
night.

At the end of the week, Rev.
Daniel talked to our pastor, and said,
“There is a brother in the congrega-
tion that needs help. If you can ar-
range a meeting of some sort, [ would
very much appreciate it.” So my pas-
tor asked if it will be all right if Rev.
Daniel could come over to our house.
Well, we liked to have company and
said that would be fine.

So when Rev. Daniel came in
that evening with our pastor, my wife
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“Unforgettable
Benefits”

“Bless the LORD, O my soul: and
all that is within me, bless his holy name.
Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget
not all his benefits:” (Psalm 103:1 & 2)

There is a great revelation in this in-
spired Psalm. You are a loser if you forget
any of these benefits. To remember His
benefits and to praise Him will increase
your faith. We often remember His deni-
als and not His benefits. Remembering
His denials will have a negative effect
on your faith. You should remember His
blessings gratefully and should expec-
tantly wait for what He has not yet given.
The Psalmist says ‘Let all that is within
me praise His name.” Yours is a stable
faith when your subconscious breathes
praises to God.

Jesus brought into this world a light
that pierces into the subconscious mind
of men. He that followeth Jesus will
no more walk in darkness. But we do
have moments when we walk in dark-
ness. It is because all our thoughts are
not enlightened and there are parts in
our hearts which are still dark. If your
morning watch is poor, you will walk
in darkness.

Jesus wants to give you light in all
the details of your life and work. When
there is an important function like mar-
riage in your house, if you do not pray
sufficiently you will walk in darkness.
When your heart has been cleansed and
all that is within you is enlightened,
all your diseases will be healed. These

are the rights of those that trust in God.
God will warn you of coming calamities
so that you can pray and prevent them
altogether or to a great extent. This is a
wonderful light that God gives you.

“Who satisfieth thy mouth with good
things.” (Psalm 103:5) The secret of
youth is that there is so much of positive
thinking. This positive thinking God al-
ways gives us, and our youth is renewed.
You always wish well for others and hope
for the best even when you see the worst
man. Your blood will be kept healthy by
such thoughts. Infectious diseases will
not affect you easily.

The whole human system is con-
nected with the word of God. The radia-
tions reach the children in your house and
keep them healthy.

When people become wicked, the
rain will cease and there will be dearth
or else untimely rain comes and brings
damage.

Once there was a young man who
lived a very careless life. He lived in sin.
For his marriage the outdoor platform
was well decorated. But rain came and
spoilt all the decorations; serving dinner
also became a problem. Some of us defy
God. We think we can overrule God and
carry on. But Nature will catch us.

The word of God is the stored up
energy for us. It comes from the living
God. As you study the Word and meditate
on it you will get that power. “But unto
you that fear my name shall the Sun of
righteousness arise with healing in his
wings, and ye shall go forth, and grow up
as calves of the stall.” (Malachi 4:2)

- Late Mr. N. Daniel

oo “BIBLE” FROM PAGE 1

letter. When I get a letter I do not turn to
the first page and read a paragraph and
then put it away in the pigeon-hole and a
week later take it down and read a state-
ment from the third page and then put it
back in the pigeon-hole, only to take it out
a few days later and look at the signature
to see who wrote it. Most certainly not.
When I read a letter I start at the begin-
ning, and I read through to the end. Thus
I know the contents of the letter. There is
no other way to read the Word of God. I
appreciate the various booklets that men
have compiled, such as the ‘Daily Light’
and others, and I use them. But I would
not dream of allowing the ‘Daily Light’
or any other book that man has compiled
to take the place of the Bible. If you do
that, you will never know the contents of
the Book. You must read the Book itself.
I start with the first word of Genesis and
I read two or three chapters a day until
I have read through to the last word of
Revelation. Then the next day I go back
to the first word of Genesis and again I
read through to the last word of Revela-
tion. How often I have read it I do not
know. I have never kept count. But I do
know that I have gone through it again
and again, reading the entire Book from
beginning to end. Thus [ know something
of the contents of the Book. If you really
want to know it, you will have to read it
like that. You will have to go through it
from start to finish. Then you will become
familiar with it. Read it, I say, as you
would read a letter.

-Selected from Oswald J. Smith’s
‘The Man God Uses’

below.
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“I Have Just Met

With a Wonderful

Manifestation of
Divine Providence”

Thus spake a venerable man of
God, some months since, on meeting
me upon one of the streets of our city.
He was aged, though active; had a
wife and children to provide for, and
withal was poor. After introducing
the subject in the manner, and with
the words at the head of this article,
he proceeded to narrate the following
facts. That morning as he sat down at
his table with his wife and children,
to partake of a very scanty breakfast,
his partner told him it was the very
last in the house, and said, “Husband,
where is the dinner to come from?”
He replied that he knew not, and
added, “God will provide”. After
finishing their humble meal, instead
of offering thanks to God in the cus-
tomary manner, they bowed down
upon their knees, and by “prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving”,
made known their requests. Before
concluding their devotions, a knock
was heard at the front door of his
house. On finishing the prayer, he
went to the door, and much to his sur-
prise, there stood before him a most
excellent and pious brother, a member
of one of the Presbyterian churches of
this city; a gentleman and Christian,
whose worth was “known and read”
of many, but whose numerous acts
of noble charity will never be fully
manifested, until the “judgement of
the great day”. His astonishment at
seeing this excellent man was the
greater, because he had but a partial
personal acquaintance with him,
and he had never before visited his
dwelling. Upon invitation he entered,
and after being seated, asked the old
gentleman how it was with him and

his family. After telling him, in reply,
that physically they were well, and
spiritually they were at “peace with
God and all mankind”, he apologized
for keeping him at the door for a short
time, and told him of what his wife
had said at the commencement of
their meal, and further remarked that
when he knocked, they were engaged
in fervent prayer to God, commending
themselves in their necessitous state
to His fatherly care.

After listening to his affecting
narrative, this brother told him that
he had left his home thus early for the
purpose of visiting a poor widow, who
lived some distance beyond him, and
without the most remote thought of
calling on him or his family. On pass-
ing his door, the impression was made
strongly upon his mind, that he ought
to stop and inquire after his health. He
resisted it, and went on, because of
not being, as he supposed, sufficiently
intimate with him to justify such a
visit, and particularly so early in the
day. He had not, however, progressed
very far, before the impression be-
came so strong, that he stopped, and
after reflecting for a moment or two,
determined to yield to it. He had done
so. Whilst in the act of saying a few
words of encouragement to this aged
servant of God, he took leave of him,
at the same time pressing into his hand
a ten dollar gold piece.

Reader, your judgment now is,
this was truly a direct and “wonderful
manifestation of Divine Providence”,
in behalf of His needy child. The “eye
of the Lord” was over him for good,
and thus sent help from a quarter
least expected, and at the very time in
which it was most called for. Christian
reader, in straitened circumstances,
have you ever been led, like old Jacob,
to say, “all these things are against
me?” If so, be ashamed, heartily
ashamed, of having thus dishonored
your God. He has never failed you,
or ceased to “care for you”. Remem-

ber his plain, pointed, and all-com-
prehensive command, “Trust in the
Lord”. “It is better trust in the Lord
than to put confidence in men; it is
better to trust in the Lord than to put
confidence in princes”. Write these
blessed Scriptures upon a tablet of
your memory. Give them a permanent
lodgement in the innermost recesses
of your heart’s warmest affections.
Now in spirit, and if possible, upon
your knees, consecrate yourself fully
to your God, and resolve from this
moment never again to succumb in
the day of clouds and darkness; never
again to doubt the good Providence
that has thus far always been over
you. Resolve that now, henceforth and
forever, you will, “by prayer and sup-
plication, with thanksgiving, let your
requests be made known unto God”'.
Then may you realize the fulfilment of
the promise annexed, viz.: “The peace
of God, which passeth all understand-
ing, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Jesus Christ”.

- Selected

REALITY

“For GOD SO LOVED
THE WORLD, THAT HE
GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOT-
TEN SON, THAT WHOSO-
EVER BELIEVETH IN HIM
SHOULD NOT PERISH,
BUT HAVE EVERLASTING
LIFE.”

- Jonn 3:16




... “SAVED” FROM PAGE 1

offered him a 7-up or a cold drink.
But he said, “No sister. I’'m here on
business.” And he meant it, too! Then
he said to me, “I understand you have
a problem.”

“Yes,” I said, “I have a drink-
ing problem. I’d like to stop, but I
can’t.”

And he said, “Well, there must be
something in your life, between you
and the Lord, that’s holding you back.
We’ve got to find out what it is.” So
Rev. Daniel took me down to the pea
patch to talk privately. Eventually it
came out that I had been a bartender,
and he said to me, “Have you asked
these families for forgiveness for the
amount of alcohol that you gave these
fellows that go to the bar? Have you
ever asked to be forgiven?”

I said, “Ask the families for
forgiveness? Joshua, there’s no way.
Most of the people I didn’t even know.
There’s nothing I can do about it.”

He said, “Did you ever ask God
to forgive you?”

I said “No. Not really.”

He said, “Would you like to get
down on your knees and talk to God
and ask Him to forgive you?”

REPENTANCE UNTO LIFE

So that night I got down on my
knees and asked the Lord to forgive
me for being a bartender and for
drinking like I was doing. And be-
fore I had got off my knees, I could
feel something working through my
system, completely changing me.
You talk about instant coffee, well 1
was instantly free from drink. From
that moment on, I had no taste for it.
Even the presence of alcohol didn’t
bother me one bit. And God watched
over me.

CALLED TO SERVE!

About a year later, [ went to an
evening service and the Lord began
speaking to me. A young man was
at the church as a gospel chalk artist.
He was up there drawing beautiful
pictures out of the Bible, depicting
stories. And, the Lord said to me,
“Now, you were an artist when you
were sober. When you were sober,
you could draw. But when the booze
would take over, you couldn’t do any-
thing. But I know you’re clean now.
I’d like to have you start a ministry as
a chalk artist.”

So that happened! My wife and
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April 2-4, 2010
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Novi, Michigan 48374

ALL ARE WELCOME!

For more information, please
call: (248)486-6326 or
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I had a beautiful ministry for 13
years. We went to many states, many
churches, and many campgrounds.
And I would draw a picture out of
the Bible, and I would also give my
testimony. Many times I was invited
to clubs where they weren’t used to
hearing the Word of God. And I’d
always say, “Yes, I’d love to come to
you, providing you let me give my tes-
timony first.” So it was always agreed
that I could give my testimony. That’s
what I would do; give my testimony
and I would draw the pictures. And
we had a wonderful ministry.

When I look back over my life, I
am so thankful for my beautiful wife
of 57 years. And I am so thankful
that the Lord freed me and gave me a
chance to serve Him.

Weekly Meetings

—Welcome to All—

Sunday Morning Worship at 10:00 am at:
Community Christ Church in Novi, Ml
46200 West Ten Mile Rd.

Call (248) 486-6326 or (248) 380-8633
University of Michigan Mondays 7:00pm
Angell Hall, Room G-144
Call (248) 486-6326
University of Windsor Sundays 5:00pm
lona College 208 Sunset Ave.

Call (519) 966-4603
Oakland University: (248) 374-5565
For info on other meetings, Call:
South Lyon, MI: (248) 446-3080
Cleveland, OH: (440) 878-0816
Stamford, CT: (203) 363-0034
Lincoln, NE: (402) 477-0526
Miami FL: (561) 542-4890 or (561) 450-8414
Washington D.C./Baltimore: (240) 216-8433

Hear “The Lord’s Challenge”
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Buffalo, NY: 99.5 FM (WDCX) Sat. 9:00 am
Detroit, MI: 560 AM (WMUZ) Sat. 5:00 pm
Shortwave (Sundays 2:15 pm, EST)
WHRI 19 Metre band 15.355 MHz
Des Moines, IA: 1460 (KDMI)

Sat. 7:30 am, Sun. 11:00 pm
Fort Wayne, IN: 1090 AM (WFCV) Sat. 4:00 pm
Council Bluffs, IA: 1560 AM (KLNG) Sun. 8:00 am
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