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… “ADOPTION” CON’T ON PAGE 4

“For ye have not received the
spirit of bondage again to fear; but
ye have received the Spirit of adop-
tion, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.”
(Romans 8:15)

What is the Spirit that we have re-
ceived? Is it the Spirit of adoption or
the spirit of bondage? The Spirit of
bondage is trying to recapture people.
Paul is fighting to release these people
from their bondage. Somehow, we like
some bondage. Somewhere some
bondage takes hold of us. Bondage of
fear is a very common thing and our
fertile imaginations multiply our fears.
So we keep on imagining things —
things which do not exist. That is the
spirit of bondage. The Spirit of adop-
tion makes us to focus on the throne.
We are told that we are ‘joint-heirs’
with Christ. The Spirit bears witness
that we are joint-heirs with Christ. This
Spirit of adoption makes us cry, “Abba,
Father”.

“And he went forward a little,
and fell on the ground, and prayed
that, if it were possible, the hour
might pass from him. And he said,
Abba, Father, all things are possible
unto thee; take away this from me:
nevertheless not what I will, but what
thou wilt.” (Mark: 14:35, 36) This
was in the garden of Gethsemane, and
there Jesus cried, “Abba, Father”. This

“The Spirit  of Fear vs.
The Spirit of Adoption”

“With Fear and
Trembling”

… “FEAR” CON’T ON PAGE 3

“Serve the Lord with fear, and
rejoice with trembling.” (Psalm 2:11)

Why trembling? We are serving a
heavenly majesty. Let no presumption
enter into your faith. Do not feel you
can do as you like because God is love.
Serve the Lord with fear because His
purposes are very great. With fear and
trembling you must be fitted into His
service. How is He going to use you?
“Ask of me and I shall give thee the
heathen for thine inheritance, and
the uttermost parts of the earth for
thy possession. Thou shalt break
them with a rod of iron: thou shalt
dash them in pieces like a potter’s
vessel” (Psalm 2: 8-9). What power
God is going to give you if you serve
Him with fear and trembling!

If you have to dine with the Queen
of England you cannot be free to do as
you please. In your own home you laugh
and chat and are at ease. But in the
presence of the Queen you have to be
very careful. In the presence of the King
of kings you should be even more care-

cry appears to be an undefined expres-
sion of a strong relationship. Something
which you will tell only to a father in
great confidence, confiding to him,
“Abba Father, what can I do now?”
Here Jesus faced the cup of man’s sin.
What a moment, the sinless Son of God,
faced with this cup of sin! So this heart
cry, this sigh, comes from the heart of
Jesus. Those who do not carry the cross
will never have such a heart cry. We
do not like humbling and do not like to
own up our sins, or the sins of our na-
tion.  I do not think that it has brought
pangs of sorrow to us that thousands
have perished without the Gospel ever
preached to them. We shut our eyes to
the crying need of the nations today.

We are very busy with our own
work and have no real burden for the
world around us. Our Lord Jesus could
have been very busy with His service.
Organizational work has this great dan-
ger. It depends upon your work, so you
have to work harder and it is not God
at work. This is human regeneration; it
has no “Abba, Father” in it. It has no
cross, and no blood drops as great
sweat drops. No, it is a physical exer-
tion and zeal. Is that what we see? Are
those the steps what Jesus teaches us?
The burden for souls, the burden for
the sins of others is what you should
have. If that cry “Abba, Father” goes
away, I can tell you that there is a big
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“One Died For All!”

There was once a big turntable
bridge, which spanned a large river.
During most of the day, the bridge sat
with the length running up and down
the river parallel with the banks allow-
ing ships to pass freely on both sides of
the bridge. But, at certain times of the
day, a certain train would come along
and the bridge would be turned side-
ways across the river allowing the train
to cross.

A switchman sat in a small shack
on one side of the river, where he op-
erated the controls to turn the bridge
and lock it into place when the train
crossed. One evening, when the
switchman was waiting for the last train
of the day to come, he looked off into
the distance, through the dimming twi-
light, and caught sight of the train’s light.
He stepped to the controls and waited
until the train was at a prescribed dis-
tance when he was to turn the bridge.
He turned the bridge into position, but
to his horror, he found that the locking
control didn’t work. If the bridge was
not locked securely into position, it
would wobble back and forth at the
ends when the train came to it, causing
the train to jump the track and go
crashing into the river. This would be a
passenger train with many people
aboard.

He left the shack with the bridge
turned across the river, and hummed

to the other side of the river, where
there was a lever, which he could use
to operate the lock manually. He could
hear the rumble of the train now, and
leaned backwards to apply his weight
to it, locking the bridge. Many lives de-
pended upon this man’s strength.

Then, coming across the bridge
from the other direction, he heard a
sound that made his blood run cold.
“Daddy, where are you?” His four-
year-old son was crossing the bridge
to look for him. His first instinct was to
cry out to the child, “Run! Run!” But
the train was too close. The tiny feet
would never make it across the bridge
in time. The man almost left the lever to
run and snatch up his son and carry him
to safety, but he realized he could not
get back to the lever in time. Either the
people on the train, or his son, must
die. He took just a moment to make
his decision. The train sped swiftly and
safely on its way, and no one on board
was even aware of the tiny, broken
body thrown mercilessly into the river
by the rushing train. Nor were they
aware of the pitiful figure of a sobbing
man, still clinging tightly to the locking
lever long after the train had passed.
They didn’t see him walking home
more slowly than he had ever walked
to tell his wife how he had sacrificed
their son.

Now, if you can comprehend the
emotions, which went through this man’s
heart, you can begin to understand the
feelings of our Heavenly Father, when

“God is Good
All the Time!”

There was an old man at our
church who had loved God all of his
life. The man, John, walked around
saying “God is Good”. He said it all
the time, whenever and wherever he
was. When John got married he said,
“God is Good”.

When John lost his job he said,
“God is Good”.

When John’s father died he said,
“God is Good”.

When John’s wallet got stolen he
said, “God is Good”.

Well, you get the idea, no matter
what John did, or what happened to
him, we would always hear him say,
“God is Good”.

He sacrificed His Son to bridge the gap
between us, and eternal life. Can there
be any wonder that he caused the earth
to tremble and the skies to darken when
His Son died? And how does it feel
when we speed along life without giv-
ing a thought to what was done for us
through Jesus Christ?

When was the last time you
thanked Him for the sacrifice of His
dear Son?

      -Selected
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“AND I SAW THE DEAD,
SMALL AND GREAT, STAND BE-
FORE GOD; AND THE BOOKS
WERE OPENED: AND ANOTHER
BOOK WAS OPENED, WHICH IS
THE BOOK OF LIFE: AND THE
DEAD WERE JUDGED OUT OF
THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE
WRITTEN IN THE BOOKS, AC-
CORDING TO THEIR WORKS.”

      -REVELATION 20:12

ful. You must be very holy. He reads
your thoughts and innermost motives.
He watches what kind of affections you
have, and what kind of thoughts are
dominating your mind.

“Speak unto all the congrega-
tion of the children of Israel and say
unto them, ye shall be holy: for I the
Lord your God am holy.” (Leviticus
19:2) You have your own standards.
But God’s standards are far higher.
When you go into His presence you
must tremble. If we are careful, if we
are humble, if we are meek like Moses,
we will take an iron rod and break in
pieces the nations. Moses broke Egypt
like a potter’s vessel. God says that you
will also do like that if you fit yourself to
stand in His presence. Moses humbled
himself and fitted himself to stand in the
holy presence of God. A mighty king
had to tremble before him.

God says you are His battle-axe.
If we are holy, what a power He will
give us! Do we tremble before the maj-
esty of the holy Saviour? Do we kiss
the Son who is to be loved? He gave
that power to Moses. He will give that
power to you. Meekness is a part of
holiness. When you have this kind of
holiness you will be a power.

“Thou shalt not hate thy brother
in thine heart: thou shalt in any wise
rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer
sin upon him.” (Leviticus 19:17) You
cannot allow your neighbour to perish.
You must do things to bring him to re-
pentance. “And because you are sons,
God hath sent forth the spirit of his
Son into your hearts, crying Abba,
Father” (Galatians 4:6). He hath sent
His Spirit into you, that you may claim
His sonship.

When the Holy Spirit comes into
you, you will cry for your inheritance.
Claim His promises. Do not let them
lapse. God’s promises are laid up for
you. If you do not claim them you are a
loser. Why do you allow such great
promises to slip through your fingers?
Will you forget your promissory notes

and your title deeds? You are losing far
greater things. You do not know in
which part of the world God will use
you as a battle-axe. God wants you.
Tremble in His presence. Claim His
promises. As Moses did, you have to
do. In our country we have to do it.
God has His own weapons and meth-
ods and He will reveal them to you. Be
one with your Saviour.

I always fear that if there is a care-
less man or woman who has lost the
fear of God, he will bring darkness and
one day he will bring shame upon the
name of God. “For brethren, ye have
been called unto liberty: only use not
liberty for an occasion to the flesh,
but by love serve one another.”
(Galatians 5:13) The Spirit of God
keeps you on a plane where evil
thoughts will not occur to you.

God teaches you to love others.
Such love will come naturally to you.
Holy love! What a wonderful thing it is
to get the adoption of a son. With faith
which worketh by love you are going
to serve God. Leave all the thoughts
about your future to God. He knows
the best for you. Serve the Lord with
trembling. He is a great God.

    - N. Daniel

… “FEAR” FROM PAGE 1A few months ago, John was di-
agnosed with cancer. The disease had
spread rapidly and he was told by his
doctor he’d have only a few weeks to
live. Still, even on his death bed, John
could be heard by everyone in the hos-
pital repeating his famous line, “God s
Good”.

Our pastor Charles was John’s
best friend. Charles went everyday to
visit John in the hospital. And every
night before Charles left John would tell
him, “God is Good”.

Finally after weeks of watching his
best friend get worse and worse from
his terminal disease, Charles just could
not stand it any longer and asked John,
“John you are my best friend and I love
you. I love the Lord as much as you
do, too. I have heard you saying ‘God
is Good’ all through your life. Through
the good times, maybe I can understand
you saying how good God is. Maybe
even through the hard times, to help
yourself cope. But now, laying here on
your death bed, how can you be so
optimistic? How can you say God is
good every day when you know he is
letting you die?”

John just looked at Charles and
smiled.

“Dear friend, don’t you see all of
those times I was saying God was
Good, it was my way of praising him in
the little way I could. And look what
my reward is for remaining faithful, I
am dying. You say God is letting me
die as if that is a bad thing. Charles,
have you forgotten that is our goal. To
live our life for Him, and join him one
day in heaven. See, GOD IS GOOD!
He has finally called me home and in a
few hours I will be with Him. I can’t
imagine anything greater than that.”

John died that night in his sleep.
Charles stood up and said only two
things at John’s funeral: “I will miss my
friend John but I know I will see him
again one day soon, and GOD IS
GOOD.”

                                   -Selected
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Sunday Morning Worship at 10:00 am at:
Community Christ Church in Novi, MI

46200  West Ten Mile Rd.
Call (248) 486-6326 or (248) 380-8633

University of Michigan  Mondays 7:00pm
Angell Hall, Room G-144

Call (248) 486-6326
University of  Windsor Sundays 5:00pm

Iona College 208 Sunset Ave.
Call (519) 966-4603

Oakland University: (248) 374-5565
For info on other meetings, Call:

South Lyon, MI: (248) 446-3080
Cleveland, OH: (440) 878-0816
Stamford, CT: (203) 363-0034

Lincoln, NE: (402) 477-0526
Miami FL: (561) 542-4890 or (561) 450-8414
Washington D.C./Baltimore: (240) 216-8433

Weekly Meetings
—Welcome to All—

Hear ‘‘The Lord’s
 Challenge’’ Weekly Gospel Radio

Buffalo, NY: 99.5 FM (WDCX) Sat. 9:00 am
Detroit, MI: 560 AM (WMUZ) Sat. 5:00 pm

 Shortwave (Sundays 2:15 pm, EST)
WHRI 19 Metre band 15.355 MHz
Des Moines, IA: 1460 (KDMI)
 Sat. 7:30 am, Sun. 11:00 pm

Fort Wayne, IN: 1090 AM (WFCV) Sat. 4:00 pm
Council Bluffs, IA: 1560 AM (KLNG) Sun. 8:00 am

Atlanta, GA: 86 AM (LOVE 86) Sun. 2:00 pm
Guyana: GBC - Sundays at 6:30 pm

Trinidad: 610AM (NBS) Mon. 9:30pm

PLEASE PASS THIS ON TO A FRIEND

… “ADOPTION” FROM PAGE 1

Watch ‘‘The Lord’s
 Challenge’’ Weekly TV Program

SE Michigan- Brighthouse Cable-INFO TV-12:
Sun. 8:00 am, Wed. 4:30am,
Thurs. 9:30am, Sat. 6:30am

Los Angeles, CA: Time Warner Cable-24
Sun. 8:00 am

vacuum, and anything can come into that
vacuum. Your thoughts, fears, evil incli-
nations and lusts, those old habits of
speaking lies and half-truths will flood
your heart.

But what is the spirit which Jesus
gives His children? He says, “I have
brought you out of bondage. So your
spirit of bondage is gone. Now you have
the spirit of adoption. Is there not the cry,
“Abba, Father” in our hearts? What kind
of spirit has taken hold of us? The spirit
of the world is at enmity with God. It
makes you think, “How can I get rich
quickly?” Where is Gethsemane there?
Where is the cry, “Not my will but yours
be done” there? Have we lost that cry?
We have got to be honest before God
and speak no half-truths.

The spirit of truth is the spirit of God
and the spirit of adoption is the package
of the spirit of truth. It is terrible if you do
not want to face the truth. Truth does not
spare anybody. But is truth good for you?
To know the truth, you should undergo
some tests and the truth is not palatable
to anybody. I have always proclaimed in
England and other countries, that unless
a Fellowship has revival ever so fre-
quently, at least every five or ten years,
that Fellowship will become dead. In ten
years little children become teenagers,
and if they do not know revival, if they
do not walk in the truth, they have no
chance. The fifteen-year-old teenager
becomes a new entrant into the job mar-
ket. When he enters the job market, and
money comes into his pocket, he never
learnt how to put first the Kingdom of
God and he never cried, “Abba, Father”
and he is like a sitting duck to the world.
Do you see the need for revival? Your
heart needs to get that cry for revival.
You cannot force it, and you cannot work
it up.

Charles Finney spoke of a business-
man. He would come from his business
and immediately he would enter into the
Spirit of prayer of the prayer meeting.
Mr. Finney said, “This man is such a busy
man and has got such responsibility. But
how does he maintain the Spirit of

prayer?” He happened to be the guest
in his house and so one night, when
Finney’s child needed milk or something,
he came down from his bedroom at
about three in the morning and he found
this man lost in prayer and waiting on
God. He said, “Now I know the secret,
how this man has this Spirit of prayer.”
The man said, “The only way in which I
can keep in close communion with God
is to rise in the middle of the night, to
spend time with God.” You know the
discipline that it takes.

You can understand that such
people have the cry Abba Father. They
may be in the world but not of the world;
the world never seems to get into them.
The Lord Jesus said this twice that, “They
are not of the world, even as I am not of
the world.” That gives me a knockout
blow. We have been talking about per-
fection; there is no use talking in the air:
“Be ye perfect even as your father in
heaven is perfect.”

We are really like immature little
children when it comes to any crunch or
crisis. We just speak what we like, give
vent to our fears and we just say, “I want
my will”. That is not the Spirit of adop-
tion, that is not the Spirit of truth. The
Spirit of adoption makes you cry, “Thy
will and not my will.” It may be hard and
it may be wearisome; it may even kill
you. But the Spirit of adoption gives you
a firm entrenchment in the will of God,
an unbending commitment to the will of
God.

God has got a fixed deposit for us.
What is that? Heirs to God! Are we run-
ning to get it? Have we got the Spirit of
adoption? The Spirit of Christ, the Spirit
of His Son is sent into us crying Abba,
Father. Is that cry coming out of us?
When you have that cry, all other cries
and compulsions are excluded, because
you are a son and your place is with
Jesus. Your cry becomes the cry of the
heart of Jesus. After so many years of
Christian living, where is our maturity?
After receiving so much light, we ought
to be walking in the heavenlies, walking
with God. May God help us!

                            -Joshua Daniel

For more information:
 please call (248) 486-6326 or

visit http://lefi.org

Summer Retreat

August 11-16, 2009
    Sebring, Ohio
  ALL ARE WELCOME!


