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“He is the Saviour Indeed”

“Renew our days as of old” (Lamentations
5:21).

There are always certain danger signals
which become quite evident when one’s
physical or spiritual health declines. We re-
spond to signs of physical deterioration by
running instantly to a trusted doctor for ad-
vice and treatment. We are certainly not in-
different to the danger signals which could
mean an impending heart attack. I simply
can’t understand how thinking people can
be indifferent to the moral decay around
them and in their own families.

Jeremiah, who wept over the sins of Is-
rael, not only saw the deep spiritual and
moral decline but also warned them of the
imminent Judgment of God. Had the people
of Israel heeded his timely warning and re-
pented of their sins, they would have saved
themselves and their children from innu-
merable ills and sufferings.

I have noticed that in most people, when
they have committed a tragic blunder or
grieved God greatly, there comes a period
of deep darkness when they seem quite in-
capable of seeing or recognizing their fallen
state. This period of spiritual blindness lasts
long enough to do serious damage to a per-
son or family. By the time they awake, it is
often too late to undo the harm. Irreparable
loss is sustained and the children are ruined.
The pain and loss due to the initial disobe-
dience remain for generations. The marks of
our disobedience are plainly printed on our
posterity.

When the fruit of youthful sins and the
effects of the disobedience of later years
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“Where Are You?”’

“And the Lord God called unto Adam, and
said unto him, where art thou?” (Genesis 3:9).

Where art thou? That’s the question God
is asking us today. Adam tried to answer that
question in an evasive way. God wants straight
answers from us. Oh, man, where art thou?
Your answer is going to mean damnation or
salvation. Are you proceeding in the right
direction or in the wrong?

You cannot walk in two paths at the same
time. You cannot have two minds and two
different answers to a straight question like
this. Some Christians dillydally with Christ.
They miss the way and finally blame God.
“A double minded man is unstable in all his
ways” (James 1:8). A friend asked me a serious
question: “Daniel, is your eye single?” Ah! I
examined myself carefully if I had in any way
come to serve God with a double motive. How
many precious souls are ruined by not being
single-eyed! My heart is bleeding for them.
If you always think in positive terms, that is
faith. Jesus Christ was never double-minded.
He is always single-eyed. “Lazarus come
out”—that is positive. “Talitha cumi [Little
girl, I say to you, arise!]”—that is positive! “I
will abide in your house today!”—everything
here is positive. If you really mean business
with God, God will mean business with you.
Can you put your whole trust in Him? Then
you will see the glory of God.

My great longing is that we should be like
the first-century Christians. What Christ will
give us is a single eye. He will teach you and
lead you to God. When I was first converted,
God taught me and directed me. How well He
led me! When I obeyed Him, I found success
all around. Not even a stone would strike
against my foot without God’s will. Once
when I was going to a certain place a stone
struck my foot. I asked the Lord the reason.
He said, “Turn back.” There was another road
which parted from this road which I had taken
and I went along that road. Then I came by a
hospital where I was told that a certain friend
of mine was very sick there. I went to him and
prayed for him and God healed him. See the
dealings of the Lord! Four thousand years ago
when Abraham talked with Him and walked
with him, God was so concerned about him
to commune with him about everything
that concerned him. Do mean business with
God. If your heart is after the world and the
pleasures of the world, the path of Christ is
quite difficult for you.

Are you entirely on Christ’s side? When
I was a student, my mother fell and broke

her ribs. There was no hope of her recovery
because she had to be taken by boat over a
river to reach a hospital and moving her ever
so slightly caused excruciating pain. But I
whole-heartedly looked to Christ and said,
“From the Cross you said, ‘Take care of my
mother’. Now my mother is suffering. Please
undertake for my mother.” I simply cried out
with all my heart. I heard later that there was
a sound of bone touching bone and she just
got up and began to walk. Overnight God had
united those bones!

Where are you? Are you single-eyed? Will
you be His out and out? So many families are
miserable. You have the privilege of college
education. You can be used of God to help
them. But where are you today? In what
direction are you moving? Go along the way
of life which Christ will show you. You will
be a cistern of water for thirsty people to drink
from. People will see that. Are you willing?
Which direction are you taking? Follow Christ
and allow Him to be your Master. Are you
going in the positive direction of love, faith,
holiness, humility and righteousness? Then
you will not fail. I wanted to follow Him and
choose to be single. But God told me many
things that were in His plan and warned me
of things not in His plan and I did just what
He said. God said, “Marry the girl I show
you.” I simply obeyed. By His grace, all these
years have been years of victorious life in the
family. It is Christ who is the Way.

—N. Daniel
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““He is the Saviour Indeed” Con’t

are so devastating, how deeply one should
repent for every deflection from the path of
holiness and seek Christ’s pardon with real
brokenness!

Jeremiah laments, “Renew our days as of
old.” This is not a mere nostalgic reference to
the good old days.Sometimes this phrase can
be very misleading. In our days knowledge
has greatly increased. Hence rapid changes
are taking place around us. The stranglehold
of some superstitious traditions is broken
and with the rubbish some useful standards
of conduct too have been discarded. The sa-
cred institute of marriage is being belittled by
those who break God’s laws and wreck their
own homes.

From twenty years to thirty it is a pretty
fast lap in the race of life. By the time the
wildly speculating and dashing twenty-year-
olds crash through the thirty-year barrier,
they are disillusioned, broken, haggard, wea-
ry and jaded. What is more, some of them are
bitter and frustrated. They simply want to for-
get their teenage years and their wild twen-
ties.

Jeremiah knew that God had promised
His children that they would be the head and
not the tail if they would obey His laws and
statutes (Deut. 28:13). Further, the unerring
manner in which God had led His children
out of their slavery in Egypt, across the Red
Sea, and through the wilderness where noth-
ing practically grew was indelibly written on

George Miiller (1805-1898) was a man of
prayer and strong faith who depended whol-
ly on God through all the storms and trials
of life. Here is an account of “the greatest
trial” he had yet experienced in July 1853:

“My beloved daughter and only child,
and a believer since the commencement of
the year 1846, was taken ill on June 20.

“This illness, at first a low fever, turned
to typhus. On July 3 there seemed no hope
of her recovery. Now was the trial of faith.
But faith triumphed. My beloved wife and I
were enabled to give her up into the hands of
the Lord. He sustained us both exceedingly.
But I will only speak about myself. Though
my only and beloved child was brought near
the grave, yet was my soul in perfect peace,
satisfied with the will of my Heavenly Fa-
ther, being assured that He would only do
that for her and her parents, which in the end
would be the best. She continued very ill till
about July 20, when restoration began.

the consciousness of Jeremiah. Thus, it was
quite natural for him to pray, “Lord come
back to us; Lord, renew us.”

True spiritual renewal is necessary for ev-
ery child of God, for every church or mission-
ary fellowship like ours. The Lord Jesus said
that the word of God is like a mustard seed.
What an insignificant and tiny little thing is
the mustard seed! But life comes out of it and
it grows until the birds can come and lodge
on its branches. So does new life grow in a
humble and broken-hearted man.

When the new life begins, significant
things begin to happen. Where life had be-
come dull, painful and boring, new strength
and grace break forth. How many have told
me of their thoughts and plans to end their
lives. In the midst of their gloom and dark-
ness, the Lord Jesus suddenly met them.
Their lives were so completely transformed
that none would recognize them as the same
people.

It is the powers of darkness which tell you,
“End it all, one leap, one plunge, one gulp of
poison and it is all over. Your misery will
end.” No, that is not true. Real misery begins
in hell, where the worm dieth not and the fire
is not quenched.It is an awful sin to attempt to
kill yourself. God says, “Thou shall not kill.”
Death is no cure for any one’s misery but it
only adds agony and sorrow to those around
you.

“A Great Trial”’

“On Aug. 18 she was so far restored
that she could be removed to Clevedon for
change of air, though exceedingly weak. ...
Parents know what an only child, a beloved
child, is, and what to believing parents an
only child, a believing child, must be. Well,
the Father in Heaven said, as it were, by this
his dispensation, ‘Art thou willing to give up
this child to me?’ My heart responded, ‘As
it seems good to Thee, my Heavenly Father.
Thy will be done.’

“But as our hearts were made willing to
give back our beloved child to Him who had
given her to us, so He was ready to leave her
to us, and she lived. ‘Delight thyself also in
the Lord, and He shall give thee the desires
of thine heart’ (Psalm 37:4). The desires of
my heart were to retain the beloved daughter
if it were the will of God; the means to re-
tain her were to be satisfied with the will of
the Lord.

“Of all the trials of faith that as yet I have

Let us be positive, let us give one chance
to God. When you study the Bible and begin
to tell your need to the Living and Loving
God, hope begins to break out and trust in the
Saviour who cares begins to warm your cold
heart.

Have you lost your health? Ask the Lord
Jesus to give it back. I well remember the doc-
tor who was brought to my boyhood home in
a taxi. The sad-looking wife and the taxi-
driver helped the paralytic into the house.
My father prayed for him. A few days after,
the same man walked away unaided from our
house. Ask the Lord to renew your health.

There are many today who have weak
nerves. [ tell them, “Ask Jesus to give you new
nerves, strong nerves.” Where there is love-
lessness, much negative talk and bitterness,
there is ample chance to get bad nerves. Love
is the cure.

Our God is the God of new beginnings.
He is the God of Renewal and Revival. When
an old car is junked after several years of use,
no one attempts to repair it. Your life may
seem to be beyond repair, you have wrecked
and damaged it so greatly, but Jesus is able
to renew you completealy. That is why the
unique term is applied to Him. He is the Sav-
iour indeed! Let us not allow our pride to be a
stumbling block to our progress.

—Joshua Daniel

had to pass through, this was the greatest;
and by God’s abundant mercy, I own it to
His praise, I was enabled to delight myself
in the will of God; for I felt perfectly sure
that, if the Lord took this beloved daugh-
ter, it would be best for her parents, best for
herself, and more for the glory of God than
if she lived: this better part I was satisfied
with; and thus my heart had peace, perfect
peace, and I had not a moment’s anxiety.
Thus would it be under all circumstances,
however painful, were the believer exercis-
ing faith.”

Reality Check!

“SURELY I COME QUICKLY.
AMEN. EVEN SO, COME,
LoORD JESUS! THE GRACE OF
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
BE WITH YOU ALL. AMEN”
(REVELATION 22:20-21).




“Building on the Foundation of Jesus Christ”

Staking eternity on Jesus

Amy Carmichael had often felt the love
of the Lord Jesus as a child, but she only
gave herself to Him when a teenage pupil
in Harrogate.

After hearing a Christian address, the
speaker told the pupils to sing, “Jesus loves
me, this I know,” and then to be quiet.
“During those quiet few minutes,” Amy
would recall, “in His great mercy the Good
Shepherd answered the prayers of my
mother and father and many other loving
ones, and drew me, even me, into His fold.”

Later she found words that satisfied her:

Upon a life I did not live,

Upon a death 1 did not die,
Another’s life, Another’s death,
[ stake my whole eternity.

Working for eternity

Amy first met the living Lord on
the streets of Belfast. She was just a
teenage girl then and the meeting with
her Saviour was sudden, startling, and
unexpected. This encounter was life-
changing:

“It was a dull Sunday morning,” she
recalled, “in Belfast. My brothers and
sisters and I were returning with our
mother from church. We met a poor,
pathetic old woman who was carrying
a heavy bundle. ... [M]oved by sudden
pity, my brothers and I turned with her,
relieved her of the bundle, took her by her
arms as though they had been handles,
and helped her along. This meant facing

all the respectable people who were,
like ourselves, on their way home. It
was a horrid moment. ... But just as we
passed a fountain, recently built near
the kerbstone, this mighty phrase was
suddenly flashed as it were through the
grey drizzle:

““Gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay,
stubble—every person’s work shall be
made manifest; for the day shall declare
it, because it shall be declared by fire;
and the fire shall try every man’s work
of what sort it is. If any man’s work
abides—’

“If any man’s work abide: 1 turned to
see the voice that spoke with me. The
fountain, the muddy street, the people
with their politely surprised faces, all
this I saw, but saw nothing else. The
blinding flash had come and gone; the
ordinary was all about us. We went on.
I said nothing to anyone, but I knew
that something had happened that had
changed life’s values. Nothing could ever
matter again but the things that were
eternal.”

That afternoon, Amy shut herself in
her room. She talked to God and settled
once and for all the pattern of her future
life.

Being kept from falling

Amy’s “good works” entailed teaching
and praying with youngsters and mill
girls in Belfast and encouraging the
reading of the Bible. Yet if these works
were to be fruitful for eternity, Amy
needed to know God more intimately and

to rest more securely upon the everlasting
Arms.

In September 1886, eighteen-year-old
Amy was invited to Scotland where she
attended a Christian convention. “I had
been longing for months, perhaps years,
to know how one could live a holy life,
and a life that would help others. I came
to that meeting half hoping, half fearing.
Would there be anything for me? ... My
soul was in a fog. Then the chairman rose
for the last prayer. Perhaps the previous
address had been about Peter walking on
the water, and perhaps it had closed with
the words of Jude 24, for the one who
prayed began like this: ‘O Lord, we know
Thou art able to keep us from falling.’
Those words found me. It was as if they
were alight, and they shone for me.”

Building with gold, silver, precious
stones

The work for the mill girls grew
until a hall was needed to seat 500 for
Christian meetings. It would cost £500 to
put up an iron hall but Amy decided to
ask her Heavenly Father only for money
for His work. He provided through the
generosity of a Christian lady. Printed by
hand in large letters and hung in a long
strip above the low platforms, these words
could be clearly read during the
Dedication Service of the hall: ‘That
in all things He [Christ] may have the
preeminence.’

The power of God was present in the
mission that opened the work of “The
Welcome”, the name of that new hall.
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“Building on the foundation of Jesus Christ”

Yet then in one meeting, there was nothing,
no power. Why had the Power left? Amy
later recounted this troubling experience:
“Lord, is it I? And then, as I prayed
that prayer, I remembered something, a
rollicking hour when we reached home
after the meeting and, as usual, it was my
fault. There was nothing wrong in the fun,
but it was not the time for it. I have never
forgotten the shock of that discovery. Grieve
not the Spirit—that was the word then. In
His mercy He forgave; and the work went on
again.”

When Amy needed financial supplies,
she looked to the Lord alone. And when
workers were required for the work of “The
Welcome”, only the Lord’s people could be
permitted to help, those who were one with
Amy in her desire for the salvation of the
mill girls. “It is the word of 1 Corinthians
3:11-15 again,” she would write. “Do we
want to build in substance that will abide
the test of fire? Then let us see to it that the
builders are those whose hearts are set on
building in gold, silver, precious stones.”

Many years later, after Amy had been
told by God, “Go ye,” and gone—gone to
Japan, where she heard Him say, “None of
them that trust in Me shall be desolate,”
gone to China, returned to England, and
then gone to India in 1895—the principle
still held. Amy wanted God’s house, His
work, to be built with His means and people.

Of stars and jewels

One day in India, while sitting under a
wide-spreading tree, Amy became conscious
of the “unfolding sense of a Presence”, a
“Listener.” It seemed to her that Jesus Christ
was looking for someone to listen with Him,
to listen to the voice of one’s brother’s blood
crying to Him from the ground. That day on
the hillside influenced Amy’s coming years
and gave depth to them all.

Amy moved to Tinnevelly District in
south India and began to itinerate with
Indian women in a band formed in 1898,
spreading the good news of Jesus Christ,
a band dubbed the “Starry Cluster” by the
Indians. They were ready to work without
a salary: “A new love had been kindled
in those hearts—they glowed. Thereafter
it was never, ‘How much can I get?’ but
always, ‘How much can I give? How much

can I do without, that I may have more to
give?’ ... Can you imagine with what joy
we worshipped the Lord together?” Some
obeyed the Voice that spoke to them, their
spirits “tender of the glory of God.”

Amy and her Christian co-workers were
to help many Indian children live for Jesus
Christ. In one village a young girl who had
become a secret believer was given a Bible
by a Christian lady. She lay down to sleep
beside her mother one night and in the early
morning was wakened (as it seemed) by
the light touch of a hand, and a voice in her
heart said, “Go!” She escaped for refuge to
the house where Amy and another couple
were staying and was given the name “Jewel
of Victory”. Within six months another girl
escaped, named “Jewel of Life” when she
was baptised.

Later, Amy was used by Jesus to rescue
girls from the Hindu temples (the first
one reached her in 1901), and then boys
in danger. Few missionaries or Indian
Christians were in sympathy with her at
first. Of this she wrote: “Sometimes it was
as if I saw the Lord Jesus Christ kneeling
alone ... as He knelt long ago under the
olive trees. The trees were tamarind now,
the tamarinds that I see as I look up from
this writing. And the only thing that one
who cared could do, was to go softly and
kneel down beside Him, so that He would
not be alone in His sorrow over the little
children.”

By the time Amy died in Dohnavur in
1951 in her Room of Peace, of physical
suffering, at an orphanage that had been
established, she had become Amma
(mother) to many children for His sake. “I
wonder what your biggest temptation is. Is it
to be suddenly angry?”, she wrote to one. “I
used to feel something like a fire suddenly
burning up in my heart. If you feel like that,
ask the Lord Jesus to pour His cool, kind,
gentle love into your heart instead. Never
go on being angry with anyone; be Jesus’
little peacemaker.” “What can you give, you
little lovers,” she noted on another occasion,
“to the One who gives you everything,
and, more than that, gave His life to make
you good and happy? You can give Him a
grateful heart. If anything has gone wrong,
you can give Him what the Psalm calls a
humble and contrite heart. You can refuse

PLEASE PASS THIS ON TO A FRIEND

to cover wrong things as if they didn’t
matter much; you can confess them, and
like David accept the fruit of your doings

... and humbly and lovingly begin again.
You can give your Lord Jesus all you have to
give. Then your word will be, ‘I give! I give!
I give!” and He will hear and He will be
pleased with His little lovers.”

“If you hold fast to the resolve that in
all things Christ as Lord shall have the
pre-eminence,” Amy once noted, “ ...
if you keep His will, His glory, and His
pleasure high above everything ..., and if
you continue in His love, loving one another
as He has loved you, then all will be well,
eternally well.”

—See Frank L. Houghton, Amy Carmichael
of Dohnavur
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